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Paradigm perception in the choice of research method,
especially in the field of art, probably has no practical
relevance. The art researcher mainly starts her work by
describing and at the end, she records and publishes her/
his analysis and understanding of the “relationships” in the
variables. In the meantime, various methods are adopted,
which may not necessarily have a paradigmatic basis from
the researcher’s side. Analyzing conflicting researches in a
field, in terms of paradigmatic and theoretical roots, may
not be considered useful. Because extracting various and
sometimes conflicting results from a subject has been an
inherent feature of qualitative and interpretive research.
Nevertheless, it seems that it is possible to study and analyze
the theory or theories governing research on a topic in this
way. On the other hand, painted pottery of Nishapur, due to
its visual and conceptual appeal, has been the target of studies
by many researchers with diverse interests. Some have paid
attention to the visual and formal characteristics of its motifs,
and others have played a role in finding hidden meanings
and stories. The dominant theory in the method of visual
studies of Nishapur pottery is “the influence of Sasanian art
on Islamic art”. In other words, the form and sometimes the
Nishapur painted ware’s content was indebted to Sasanian
art and the result of the reproduction of pre-Islamic culture
in the third and fourth centuries of Hijri. In the meantime, a
number of researches, which are more interpretative, have
given a multiplier to the contemporary and Islamic effects.
Paradigmatic analysis of existing researches on the subject
of Nishapur pottery is done with the aim of explaining the
place of theory in the research method The main question of
the research is, which of the various articles about Nishapur
inscribed pottery after Wilkinson can be classified in the
proof paradigm and which in the non-proof paradigm?
The research method is descriptive-analytical. A result that
comes from this paradigm analysis is the reflection on the
essence of art history research. The text of history is based
on evidence and historical phenomena. Works of art are
one of the most important phenomena of history that create
historical knowledge. In the meantime, art history research

always faces the danger of falling into the abyss of proving
repetitive theories such as the theory of influence or the
vicious circle of provenance. The analysis of the studies
shows that when the researcher looks at the problem from
quantitative methods or a positive approach, no new theory
emerges. On the other hand, the researches that entered into
the interpretation without any kind of theory have ability
to develop theory and the diversity of the results is more
in them. Regarding the status of the theory in Nishapur’s
engraved pottery, the theory of the influence of Sassanid art
and in general the pre-Islamic painting of Iran is confirmed
in the shape part. But in the discussion of semantics and
content, there is a gap to establish an independent theory
that can cover all semantic interpretations.
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