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Introduction: With the growth of globalization and rapid changes in the global environment,
regional competitiveness has gained increasing importance to speed up regional development.
Competitiveness, a concept that had meaning only at the level of activity units, since the mid-
1990s and as the importance of place because of the mobility of human resourcesand capital,
has received a spatial interpretation and entered the discourse of regional sciences and
planning. Space was developed. This approach seeks to make the region and the territory
unnecessary from government aid and income by assuming the competitive power between the
regions and examining the regions from a new perspective by relying on the original capacities
in the competitive markets.

Objectives: Efficient regional policies and capabilities are the identification of the determining
factors that cause regional development. These factors show the development potential of
regions, including natural resources as long-term effective factors in regional deve lopment,
tangible factors as their production potential and infrastructure, intangible factors i.e.
innovation and the ability to create and expand it, human resources with the levelof skills and
professional training. Land development prioritizes the potential of the region for the optimal
use of the capacities and potentials of the region to increase the quality of life of the people, as
seen, both competitiveness and land development are considered increasing the standard and
quality of life. In order to decide onthe development of regions and reduce regional inequalities
and the competitiveness of the cities of West Azarbaijan Province, after studying many sources
regarding various development indicators, according to the theoretical literature and empirical
studies, research and statistical sources of the country's regional competitiveness indicators It
was refined in economic, human and natural capital in order to analyze this phenomenon.
Considering the capabilities and capabilities of West Azarbaijan province as a major industrial,
mining, agricultural, and tourism hub in the country's northwest, it is possible to play a
significant role in achieving the maximum efficiency of the province's capabilities in order to
achieve sustainable development by identifying the root factors influencing regional
competitiveness and applying a comprehensive program such as land improvement.
Methodology: Based on documentary studies and the opinion of experts, 3 indicators: (human,
economic, and natural capital) and 16 sub-indices were used to evaluate and measure the
competitiveness of the cities of West Azarbaijan province. Based on documentary studies and
the opinion of experts, 3 indicators: (human, economic, and natural capital) and 16 sub-indices
were used to evaluate and measure the competitiveness of the cities of West Azarbaijan
province. In order to analyze the data and information of this research, Excel, SPSS, and Arc GIS,
TOPSIS statistical software was used, and factor analysis methods were used to measure
regional inequalities and determine the final score of development, using the cluster analysis
method. It was also used for leveling the development of regions. Then, in the next stage, Meta-
swot software was used to evaluate the capabilities of regions and provide solutions and
strategies for regional competitiveness.
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Discussion: Urmia City is in first place because offactors such as the high level of
entrepreneurship and commercial sectors, technological research and development, human
capital, and production capital. The second place includes the cities of Mahabad, Naqadeh,
Bukan, Mako, Khoi Bodh, the reasons of that are the highly innovative activities and the skills of
the research and development workforce, the cities of Piranshahr, Miandoab, Selmas, Takab,
also in the third place and the cities of Shahindej, Sardasht, Ashnoye, Chaldaran, Chaipare,
Poldasht, Shut are in the fourth place. Among the internal factors, the highest score is related to
the factor of achieving a favorable provincial and regional position as a center for the transit of
goods and services with an average score of 6.50, and the factor of creating the conditions to
attract the participation of the people and the private sector in operation and management
with a rate of 6.2, and the lowest score is related to the support factor. It is aimed at exporting
goods and services in proportion to the added value, with a rate of 0.7. Among the external
factors, people's tendency to invest in the private sector, mechanized agriculture, being next to
Aras commercial-industrial free zone, and creating potential tourist centers are the most
appropriate.

Conclusion: The results of the research help officials and planners to know the regional
potential and optimal allocation of resources to achieve sustainable development based on
spatial planning at the province level.

Highlight:

» Using the spatial planning to examine the strategy of cities, the capacity and potential of the
regions with other neighboring regions

» Regional competitiveness, a key criteria for evaluating the success of cities, regions and
countries in the fields of political, commercial and economic competition.
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