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Tenth-Century Rugs with the Centrality of the Use of Arabesque Illustration in Borders, Source: Authors

With the beginning of Safavid rule from the tenth century AH, the innovative creation of rugs with a
different structure (design and weave) from the past took place in the first hundred years. Rugs in all
original samples have a specific structure based on context and border. Borders are the most stable and
regular rug space, consisting of repeating decorative qualities due to its space restrictions. Arabesques
are one of the most frequent motifs in Safavid regional rugs and their borders. The samples searchable
in this study, based on the existing identity card and related to the rugs of the tenth century, belong to the
six regions of Tabriz, Garabag, Bakhshayesh, Kashan, Kerman and Herat. It is obvious that the strong
history of these areas in the field of culture, poltics and art has turned them into centers for the production
of works of art such as exquisite Safavid rugs. It is necessary to identify and present the most effective
motifs and decorative patterns inspired from them in the borders of old urban rugs with a focus on
products from different regions of Safavid Iran to be able to move the current traditional design towards
the use of the artistic treasures of the past and strengthened the design of current products based on the
promotion of traditional and indigenous principles of the regions. Receiving stable decorative examples
in the Iranian original traditional design and how artists use them in different spaces of works of art (case
study of rugs border) is the main purpose of this article and answers the following two questions; 1-
What is the arabesque motif in the borders of 10th century AH rugs from the point of view of traditional
carpet design in types, decorative structures and placement? 2-What is the distinguishing feature of
the use of arabesque motif in the rugs border of the (quintet) weaving areas of the tenth century AH?
In this paper, the research method is comparative analysis and data collection based on library and
internet information (Metropolitan Museum Portal, V&A Museum Portal anf MFA Museum Portal).
It is also a tool for collecting information, studying, observing and preparing linear images of samples
in the mentioned sources. In the first hundred years of Safavid rule, carpet weaving had a considerable
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growth in quantity and quality; Based on this, the rugs of the tenth century AH have been selected as
the statistical population of this study due to their high diversity and weave locale of these, 22 samples
with the focus on the existence of arabesque in their decorative patterns were studied. Also the border of
study samples should be free of damage and accordingly, sampling in the present paper has been done in
a non-random way to achieve representativeness or comparability. In this method, the researcher seeks
to reach a sample that represents a wider group of samples. The method of data analysis is qualitative
with a structural content analysis approach; In this way, the authors categorized the three qualities based
on arabesque usage in the border of the rugs based on the linear images extracted from the samples to
be able to describe the distinctive features of the motif in the production of different regions. By analysis
22 samples of 10th century AH rugs from six rug weaving regions of Iran with the focus on arabesque
application in the border, the questions of the article were answered; In answer to the first question, by
analyzing the linear images of the borders, the five types of arabesque are simple, floral, cloudband and
dragon mouth and six decorative systems including sainak(ghalamdani), reciprocating, floral arabesque,
meander arabesque band, arabesque frame or symmetrical combinations, free cloudy arabesque their
application in three separate parts, main and sub-border, main border and sub-border were registered.
In answer to the second question, most of the applications of arabesque motif and its types belonged
to Tabriz and Herat rugs and in terms of decorations compression, the Tabriz, Herat and Garabag rugs
were in the forefront. Examples of Tabriz and Herat were distinguished by the benefit of a variety of
decorative structures. Also in Tabriz, Garabag and Kashan rugs, arabesque have been used in all three
border areas. Therefore, the border of Tabriz and Herat rugs were in the forefront in benefiting from the
three qualities of arabesque motif.

Keywords:Arabesque, Visual Qualities, Rug Border, Safavid
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