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Essentialism and Haecceitism are theories to explain the issue of
individuality in objects. Some philosophers consider these two schools of
philosophy to be one, and others oppose this idea. In this regard, it seems
that essentialism and Haecceitism can not be considered as one, because
Essentialism in its strongest forms, such as Origen essentialism, seeks to
solve the problem of individuality in objects through individual essence, and
Haecceitism seeks to explain this problem through the Haecceity. Both views
provide explanations to justify their claim, and challenge the other point of
view and perspective. In this article, by explaining and criticizing the views
of the followers of essentialism and Haecceitism, it has reached the general
evaluation that it seems that Haecceitism has been more successful in
proving its approach or in criticizing the Haecceitism by presenting more
and stronger arguments and in justifying individuality for possible objects.
It is more acceptable.
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Extended Abstract

The problem of individuality is a fundamental inquiry in metaphysics. The questions of which
property of an object maintains its identity throughout the possible worlds and which property
distinguishes two things from each other are crucial in contemporary metaphysics. Essentialism
and Haecceitism are two of the most famous solutions, and the advocates of each viewpoint
criticize and assess the other. Essentialism assumes that the property of individual essence provides
individuality and distinction. On the other side, Haecceitism considers that the property of
haecceity - the property of "being this thing" or "being identical with a certain thing" - creates the
characteristic of individuality and distinction of a thing. All essentialists agree that haecceity is an
essential property, but some, such as Rosencrantz, acknowledge that essential properties and
haecceity are different. He believes that the properties of haecceity and individual essence have
diverse epistemological and metaphysical characteristics, so these two should not be considered
the same. Rosencrantz claims that although haecceity is identical to individual essence, it is not the
case that all individual essences are identical to haecceity. Philosophers like Chisholm and
Plantinga, who consider these two as one, need to be made aware of these two technical and precise
meanings.

The disagreement between essentialism and haecceitism does not end here. Most essentialists
believe that although haecceity is a necessary property for any object, this property alone is
insufficient to maintain objects’ identity throughout possible worlds. Haecceity must be
supervenient on another property which is the property of individual essence, to be capable of
saving the individuality of objects throughout the possible worlds. Hence, "being identical with
something" is trivial and cannot preserve the individuality of things.

This text relies upon the origin-essentialism as a robust version of essentialism. Kripke believes
that the origin of everything is the individual essence of that thing. This point of view conflicts
with Chisholm's view, which claims through an argument known as Chisholm's paradox, that there
IS no reason to consider a property, like the ancestors of a particular person, to be the essence of
that person and that the identity of a thing, without supervenience on any other property, could be
preserved throughout the possible worlds. Chisolm considers a situation in which two persons, A
and B, exchange all of their qualities. In such a situation, we cannot say that A transformed into B
and B transformed into A. A is still A, although they have all the B’s properties, and B is still B,
although they have all the A’s properties. On the other hand, as another opponent of Kripke, Lewis
states in his argument of twins that two twins, despite all the similarities and the exact origin and
parents, are distinct from each other. It proves that origin could not be the source of diversity.

Essentialism also has its advocates. Forbes argues about the insufficiency of bare identity to
preserve the individuality of a thing throughout the possible worlds. He calls it the “argument
against bare identity.” In addition, he presents a logical formulation of Chisholm's argument and
matches it with the example of Kripke's table and shows that Chisholm's paradox cannot defeat
Kripke's view in this regard. On the other hand, Salmon rejects Chisholm's argument by relying on
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the logical formulation of Chisholm's argument and rejecting the logical principle of S5 in modal
logic, which is a severe challenge to his rejection because S5 is an essential and accepted principle
in modal logic.

Lewis has his solution in this field. Since identity has no place in Lewis's philosophy, he
substitutes it with counterpart theory. Forbes agrees with Lewis's counterpart theory about the
individuality of artifacts but does not have the same view as lewis about living or non-artifact
things. Lewis's counterpart theory faces serious problems and conflicts, and Forbes' view also
includes these conflicts. Moreover, Forbes cannot provide an acceptable justification for why there
should be a different approach to individuality in artifacts and non-artifacts.

Mackie is an advocate of haecceitism and has provided arguments against the origin-
essentialism. He believes that origin-essentialism bears a vicious circle. According to origin-
essentialism, a specific quantity of a particular substance can be the origin of a different item at
another time. He calls this a recycling problem.

Most essentialists believe that Chisolm's paradox relies on changes in all the constituents of a
thing. To these essentialists, it is unreasonable to change all the components of an item and preserve
its identity. Still, Mackie's argument doesn’t need to consider the possible situation in which all the
constituents of a thing change.

After all, haecceitism does not conflict with essentialism in its surface structure, but in-depth,
there is a harsh confrontation with essentialism. It seems that haecceiticists are in a better position
to reject essentialist ideas about individual essence, but essentialists are not very successful in
rejecting haecceitists' claims about individuality.
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