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With the advent of the so-called "philosophical revolution”, it is clear that
without the necessary procedures and issues of thought, any science is
merely a continuation of the accepted world in its present state, denying its
main role as a critical act versus a scientific act. Here we bring together the
human (central) problem in modern philosophy and the philosophy of the
city. Here we first examine the term in modern philosophy and then, to refine
or reinterpret it in the philosophy of the city, we analyze main works to
define the modern human-centered city. what is a human-centered city in
modern philosophy? As Kant does the project of "humanizing science™ by
separating man from the immaterial realm of knowledge; Modern urban
planners also carry out the plan of "humanizing the city”" or the human-
centered city by separating it from its original world. The transcendental plan
of modernist urban planners, with a posteriori knowledge, receives what is
appropriate for man in the city, and then applies it equally to the a priori in a
general matter for all human beings and all cities. This is while
understanding man in the same situation leads us to the point that there is no
human being. Human personality traits, culture, and lived experience fall
victim to abstract and general characteristics. This is the humanization of the
modern city by removing human beings from the city.
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Extended Abstract

According to urban experts, human has always been and is central to the city, but from what view?
Without philosophical ways and thought, any science is simply accepted as the continuation of the
universe. As Pickles claims; “Hitherto, investigations of man, despite their vast contributions, have
failed to grasp the essential problem of man as a philosophical issue”. Here we bring together the
human (central) problem in modern philosophy and the philosophy of the city. Understandably,
clarifying the origins, multi-faceted functions, and meaning of the city has figured prominently in
the philosophical tradition.

It should be noted that human understanding of the acceptance of technology and (re)production
of culture makes being human not to be considered as a mere organism, but an existential space.
In fact, it is with the actualization of human activity and the manifestation of the existential space
that Humanism and Anthropocentric are highlighted. While Anthropocentric literally means
human-centeredness, the term takes different forms in both philosophical and urban disciplines.
Here we first examine the term in modern philosophy and then, to refine or reinterpret it in the
philosophy of the city, we analyze first-hand works to define the modern human-centered city.
Therefore, the main question of the research is: what is a human-centered city in modern
philosophy?

What shapes the essence of modernity is a particular kind of rationality, or more precisely,
critical rationality. In this age, there is talk of change, and the self-sufficient reason wants to change
the whole system of the universe. The traditional man was satisfied with life in ancient times and
considered the system of the world to be just. Modern man wants to change both the world and
society. The world took on a material, mechanical, and mathematical nature in the form of definite
laws. An ontological assumption associated with anthropocentrism is that, of all Earth’s life forms,
humans alone have genuine access to reality. It is this access to reality that is supposed to justify
the assumption that humans are objectively superior to nonhumans. As Kant says: Beings the
existence of which rests not on our will but on nature, if they are beings without reason, still have
only a relative worth, as means, and are therefore called things, whereas rational beings are called
persons because their nature already marks them out as an end in itself, that is, as something that
may not be used merely as a means.

What emerges from modern philosophy is that man, based on his self-sufficient reason and
breaking away from myth, has reached a point in relation to the world that s/he himself tends to
myth and its destiny. When a man distinguishes between himself and non-human, what reason is
there not to distinguish between himself and another of his kind? Humanization in modernity is
associated with the elimination of man. What is emphasized in our research is the expression of the
common problem and destiny of the city and man in the age of modernity.

The Hegelian dialectic, the triple transformation of Faust, the dialectic of modernism and
Marxism, the Baudelaire duality, and the Robert Moses city-highway dialectic all emphasize the
existence of a rupture in the traditional realm of man and city. The necessity of this rupture is the
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centrality of the human beings (in relation to others, including other human beings) on the one hand
and the city (in relation to non-city) on the other hand, and seeing man and city from the outside.
This expression leads us to Aristotle's formal logic and Kant's modern dualism: where the form of
thought is the whole stream of cognition; And where sensory experience is subject to universality
and purity.

As Kant does the plan to humanize science by separating man from the immaterial realm of
cognition, modernist urban planners also carry out the plan to humanize the city or the human-
centered city by separating it from its original area and world. The transcendental plan of modernist
urban planners (like Kant's transcendental plan) receives what is appropriate for man in the city by
a posteriori cognition or sensory experience, and then they apply equally to the a priori, that is, the
universal and the pure, in a general matter for all human beings and all cities. This is while
understanding man in the same situation leads us to the point that there is no human being; Because
personality traits, culture and biological experience fall victim to abstract and general
characteristics. And this is the humanization of the modern city by removing human beings from
the city. In any case, what constitutes two separate worlds as a general (subjective) and a partial
(objective) thing, in the modern age in a Hegelian dialectic, is in conflict with each other; And it
ends with another general thing, the developmental city. In response, Lewis Mumford says, “... it
is art, culture, and political goals, not the numbers that define a city”.
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