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Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), with their professional and non-political
nature, play a fundamental role in promoting sustainable development and supporting
the legal demands of citizens. These organizations have been praised for supplying
innovative and people-oriented approaches to providing services, support, and
empowerment; but in Iranian society, these organizations are in a state of disarray in
such a way that they face many challenges in the way of establishment, supervision,
financing, and liquidation, which will lead to the weakening of the public sphere.
Getting rid of the existing reality and moving towards the desired situation requires
the application of standards that can bring positive consequences for non-
governmental organizations. The current research aims to investigate the components
of enhancement concerning non-governmental organizations in the laws and
regulations of three countries of Iran, Armenia, and Canada. In terms of its descriptive
purpose and research method, the current research will be in the form of collecting
information through library study and collecting awards and valid legal documents, as
well as reviewing and analyzing the content of these documents. The findings of the
research show that Armenia has adopted comprehensive laws and regulations to
Keywords: support the activities of non-governmental organizations and has prepared official
Non-governmental structures and committees to attend and consult with civil organizations. In addition,
Organization, Proper by using physical and virtual tools and official processes, it has provided capacities for

Administration, the participation of NGOs. In Canada, there is no independent law regarding non-
Responsibility, profit organizations and these organizations operate according to the "Non-profit
Standardization, Organizations and Corporations Act". Iran continues to suffer from the lack of a
Comparative Law. comprehensive law for the activities of non-governmental organizations and there are

no strong specific structures to attract the participation of these organizations.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

The term NGO stands for "Non-
Governmental Organization”, which is
considered one of the effective strategies
for using people's capacity and capabilities
in all dimensions. Supporting the presence
of these organizations in the domestic and
international systems indicates the
transition from mere governance to good
governance. One of the important
components of good governance is
participation, which can be achieved by
establishing non-governmental
organizations. Due to the independent,
non-profit, voluntary, and non-political
nature of the activities, non-governmental
organizations have a wide ability to attract
citizens’ participation.

The formation of non-governmental
organizations in Iran aims to realize
sustainable development and support
citizens’ legal demands. Achieving these
goals requires prerequisites, the most
important of which is organizing and
maintaining the independence of these
institutions. The way of establishment,
supervision, and liquidation of these
organizations and the level of government
involvement in each of these stages can
affect the state of enhancement of these
organizations. Therefore, this research is
conducted to identify and compare the
effective factors on the organization of
non-governmental organizations in the
laws and regulations of the three countries
of Iran, Armenia, and Canada.

2. Research method

This research follows a descriptive-
analytical approach. The data collection
was done through library tools.
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3. Findings

The comparative study of non-
governmental organizations in the three
countries of Iran, Armenia, and Canada
shows that despite being small and new,
Armenia has performed well in the field of
non-governmental organizations and has
fully supported these organizations
regarding the laws and regulations.
However, the most important legal
challenge of non-governmental
organizations in Iran is the lack of
formulation and approval of relevant
protective law.

Although the role of non-governmental
organizations in relation to development,
security, and democracy is highlighted in a
two-way interaction, these organizations
face challenges in their structure as well as
public acceptance by the government. It
seems that the situation of non-
governmental organizations in Iran is not
suitable due to the non-recognition of
these institutions by the government and
the lack of use of experts and experienced
people.

In other words, there are strict
regulations in the legal system of Iran in
comparison to the legal systems of
Armenia and Canada in the field of
establishing and  operating these
organizations. In  particular, prior
supervision at the time of establishment
and subsequent supervision after
establishment and during operation are
prominent issues. Therefore, Iran's legal
system needs a comprehensive law
regarding the formation of these
organizations.

4. Conclusion
Non-governmental organizations are one
of the most important institutions of civil
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society that are born in response to social
needs. They are not directly considered a
part of the government structure but play
a crucial role as the missing link between
people and the ruling powers. These
associations, with their professional and
non-political coordinates and proper
organization, can become flexible and
lasting institutions.

By examining the multiple components
related to the enhancement of non-
governmental organizations in the laws
and regulations of the three countries of
Iran, Armenia, and Canada, it was
concluded that the two countries of Iran
and Armenia have established regulations
for these organizations, but Canada does
not have an independent law regarding
these organizations and uses the "law of
companies and non-profit organizations"
to organize these institutions. The
Armenian  legislature has adopted
comprehensive laws and regulations to
support  the  activities of non-
governmental organizations and provided
structures and embedded mechanisms to
use their capacity. At the same time, much
attention has been paid to the
enhancement components of non-
governmental organizations and steps

Volume 7. Issue 2. Serial Number 12. Autumn 2023. Pages 177 to 197.

have been taken to facilitate their
establishment and activities. However,
Iran still suffers from the lack of a
comprehensive law on the activities of
non-governmental organizations and
weaknesses can also be seen in the
regulations of non-governmental
organizations (2015). Nevertheless, there
are a few steps left until the final approval
of this law, which can help facilitate the
establishment and operation of these
organizations by adapting the
reinforcement of the specified framework
and experiences of other legal systems and
localizing them.
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