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ABSTRACT

The current paper examines and conceptually analyzes the issue of academic text and writing
through an interdisciplinary approach. It also takes into account various models and theories in
conceptualizing text, writing and literacy in the academic writing domain, with an special
emphasis on meaning-making and social approaches. The complexity and the extent of existing
conceptualizations, in the first place, bring the studies of writing and literacy out of the scope of
single-disciplinary studies and present it as interdisciplinary ones. As such, the nature and
essence of writing, text, academic writing and literacy identities and models as well as
multisensory and multimodal literacy models, which in this paper are contrasted with the
stereotyped concept of "writing ability", reveal the fact that writing and literacy, whether in
addressing the problem or providing answers to it, possess an interdisciplinary nature. Thus, to
emphasize more on the nature of text and the process involved in creating academic writing
from an interdisciplinary viewpoint, the paper tries to get the semantic aspect of writing in the
light of linguistic and sociological perspectives of the text and knowledge production and
consider this type of writing not as a single-discipline and skillful activity but a complex and
multifaceted one. Understanding this approach will probably respond to inadequacies of the
analysis of each of "writing" discourses with a broader insight, and at the same time, provide
more possibilities in the production and exchange of knowledge.
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INTRODUCTION

In this paper, our main emphasis is to focus on the concept of academic literacy and
its relationship with text (especially in humanities). But what characteristics the
written text have, which are often defined as the most important way of presenting
and transmitting knowledge, and as a kind of myth, have overcome the mentality of
academics, and how can we understand the psychological and sociological
dimensions of the text. This article intends to defamiliarize writing as a natural
phenomenon in the process of scientific production and development. This can
help develop the interdisciplinary possibilities of scientific activities and production
in the academic community of Iran. Literacy, in general sense, is problematic
situation. This situation, in addition to reference to this topic itself, could indicate
the kind of attention we pay to it, as well as its study and analysis. Mahdizadeh and
Samadi (2021) have also pointed out the problem of literacy situation in their
literacy studies in Iran. They have emphasized the situation of reading and writing
skills in students and cited less about the necessity of further studies. However, the
same emphasis on the problematic situation of literacy can be considered a necessity
for interdisciplinary studies of this subject and in line with the central question of
this article.

METHODOLOGY

Recently, the literacy studies have gone through a transformation but have been
investigated and studied less in Iran. The main issue is that literacy in writing,
conceptually and functionally, has encountered with many changes in the
traditional and modern world as well as due to technological developments. Based
on theoretical and methodological studies of literacy and writing, this article strives
to show how writing and literacy gradually turn into interdisciplinary ones by
focusing on "text" as a medium of literacy and the intersection of different
disciplines. The development of technologies, different media, the development of
varied methods of understanding human affairs, the formation of the social
approach among different theoretical approaches related to them have expressed a
two-faceted process: On the one hand, the birth of interdisciplinary subjects and on
the other hand, the necessity to use interdisciplinary approaches for a new
understanding of familiar subjects.

Interdisciplinarity, more than other, has been defined as "Investigating the
research problem from the point of view of different fields of study" (Roland, 2007).
The issue of interdisciplinarity indicates a stage of scientific developments where
the complexity of subjects has caused a limited understanding of disciplines not to
have the necessary quality for a deep understanding of the subject. For this reason,
the interdisciplinary experience as a theoretical and methodological evolution seeks
the intersection of different disciplines to understand that subject. Examining the



studies of literacy, writing and text in the form of interdisciplinary approaches is
important because "text’, "literacy" and "writing" in the form of a specific field of
knowledge such as writing studies, whether in addressing the problem or providing
a comprehensive answer to it is insufficient.

FINDINGS

Although the interdisciplinary studies of literacy express a theoretical approach and
a method to understand the research topics of this field, first of all, it is based on an
understanding of the subject and an interpretation of reality, which has created the
requirement for the presence of integrated literacy approaches. From this point,
human experiences cannot be reduced to a specific dimension, rather any
knowledge or related experience is a complex and multidimensional phenomenon
consisting of aspects, characteristics, roots and multiple functions that usually go
beyond the limited forms of theoretical and methodological perspectives.

Various perspectives that have studied the issue and nature of writing and text in
an interdisciplinary approach explain it as a political, social, mental, physical, and
linguistic action. According to Kress, in the new medium, the text has replaced the
image and the screen has replaced the monitor. This replacement has created a
tremendous transformation in the nature and way of understanding literacy and the
related meanings and its effects. However, "language-as-speech” is still the most
important mode of communication, while "language-as-writing” has increasingly
become "language-as-image" in many fields of public communication.

CONCLUSION

It can be said that academic writing has traditionally been defined as the most
reliable form of presenting and embodying knowledge. In such a way that the myth
of writing is not only on the world of knowledge, but even in the classification of
human history (writing and non-writing societies) and the stratification of society
(literate and illiterate) and human values (educated and cultured people of the
book) and even in the classification of religions (people of the book and other
religions) has played a key role. Writing and meaning creation, whether from an
academic point of view or otherwise, have always been a multi-mode and multi-
contextual process, which has generally been ignored by focusing on grammatical
and linear models. Literacy should not necessarily be reduced to the issue of written
text and its formal dimensions, but the text and its different dimensions should be
considered. This means rethinking the educational system based on written text that
has prevailed in Iran and many other countries. Therefore, the text is not just a body
of knowledge, but as a complex aspect, and requires the teaching of different skills
and knowledge from the many dimensions of academic text and literacy, part of
which give way to the process of thinking and creating meaning in students.
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There are different ways to present this knowledge in today's digital texts and the
capabilities of the web space to produce and present meaning to students. Based on
this, rethinking the dominant discourses of text formation in Iran and the dominant
approaches in this field can be a way to expand developmental tools and present
new knowledge.
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