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Abstract
The purpose of this research was to identify the effective factors in the pathological use
of cyberspace in female students. The statistical population was 11,171 female students of Research Paper

secondary schools of the second period of the first district of Ardabil city in the academic
year of 2020-2021. Among this population, 370 people were selected as a sample using

the Gorges and Morgan sample size table with alpha (0.05), based on the opinion of Received:

14 December 2022

managers and teachers. Then, based on the two indicators of hours of virtual space use Accepted
and pathological use; the questionnaires of 183 people could be analyzed. The research 10 Jsfyalrylsm

method was descriptive-correlation. In order to collect data, a "researcher-made"
questionnaire was used, the validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by the experts,
and its reliability coefficient was obtained using Cronbach's alpha by conducting a
preliminary study (0.97). The data was analyzed using descriptive and inferential
statistical methods (exploratory factor analysis). The results showed that 12 factors (weak
family functioning, lack of intimate and friendly relationships, social isolation, diversity,
anonymity of the individual's identity, religious beliefs, low self-confidence, duration and Print I1SSN: 2717-4484
type of use of virtual space, feeling Loneliness, academic problems, low cost and ~ Online ISSN: 2717-4492
depression and social anxiety) in total; 73% of the variance of female students'
pathological use of virtual space is explained. And among these factors, weak family
functioning, lack of sincere and friendly relationships and depression and social anxiety ey Y
factor with a value of (11.461), (9.049) and (3.520) have the largest and lowest share : ]
respectively.
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