Linguistic Research in the Holy Quran.
Vol. 11, No. 2, 2023
Research Paper

Critical Analysis of Productive Meaning Component as the
Basis of the Qur'an's Orality Theory

Azam Puyazade, Mohammad Hosein Hajiahmadi

Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran,
Iran

Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences, University of Tehran, Tehran,
Iran

Abstract

Attention to the context of the revelation process has been an important
topic in Qur'anic studies from the time of Islam's genesis. This can be seen
through many topics like the cause of revelation (Sha'ni niizail), the occasion
of revelation (‘asbabiin niiztl), intertextuality and etc. Orality is also one of
these topics that consider the Qur'an as a drama in which the prophet and his
era are in an active dialogue. Hence, this theory knows the textuality of the
Qur'an as a secondary component that hides the active process of revelation.
The present study with a descriptive-analytical method through
investigating the viewpoints of the intended theory's believers and also
separating the sense and form of each lingual expression has proven the firm
linkage of the orality theory and philosophical hermeneutics issues,
especially in productive meaning and has critiqued its' conclusions. Finally,
it seems that the inattention to the distinction between two orality's
explanations and also ignoring the difference between sense and
significance are two main imperfections of this theory.
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