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The Notion of Unity of Existence in India
William Chittick
Translation: Taha Abdullahi Sohi

Abstract: Proponents and opponents of
Mubhyiddin Ibn Arabi have always attributed
the notion of the unity of existence to him.
But Ibn Arabi never used the term unity of
existence himself. The attribution of the unity
of existence to Ibn Arabi, rather than having its
roots in Ibn Arabbs writings, has its roots in
the conflicts of Ibn Arabis opponents. The first
person who attributed the unity of existence

to Ibn Arabi was Ibn Teymiyyah. The duality
of existence/unity of intuition in India caused
a misunderstanding of the legacy of Ibn Arabi,
and was an excuse for the socio-political goals
of some nationalist Muslims. William Chittick
tries to analyze the reasons for attributing the
unity of existence to Ibn Arabi and judge about
this attribution. In the end, Chittick examines
the socio-political results of attributing the
unity of existence to Ibn Arabi.

Keywords: Ibn Arabi, Unity of Existence,
Ahmad Sirhandi, Ibn Teymiyyah, Unity of

Intuition, Theoretical Mysticism.
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.1 “Rimi and Wahdat al-wujiid,” in Poetry and Mysticism in Islam: The Heritage of Rliml, edited by A. Banani,
R. Hovannisian, and G. Sabagh (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994). P. 70-111; reprinted in Chittick,
Quest for the Lost Heart (Albany: State University of New York Press, 2012). P. 71-99. See also Chittick, “Wahdat
al-Shuhud,” Encyclopaedia of Islam, vol. 10 (2000). P. 37-39.
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23. “On Sufi Psychology: A Debate between the Soul and the Spirit,” Consciousness and Reality: Studies in Memory
of Toshihiko Izutsu, edited by S.J. Ashtiyani, H. Matsubara, T. Iwami, and A. Matsumoto (Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten,
1998). P. 341-366; reprinted in Chittick, Quest for the Lost Heart.
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