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Abstract

Comparative studies are one of the common methods in Qur’anic studies. Although it
is usually enough to compare the differences and similarities of the parties in this kind
of studies, it is necessary to achieve a certain added value for the parties beyond this
comparison. An interdisciplinary approach to comparative studies, by turning to
complex and multi-generational subjects and using the mechanism of integration and
creating a dialogue between the parties, fill this knowledge gap and resolves the
issues. Therefore, interdisciplinary comparative study (dialogue) or interdisciplinary
interpretation of the Qur’an seeks to approach the Qur’an from the perspective of two
distinct disciplines/paradigms, here the paradigms of Christianity and Islam are in
mind. Such a study leads to our comprehensive understanding with respect to different
disciplines and paradigms, which has two basic types: methodological and theoretical
interdisciplinary. In the former, there is a one-way relation in the comparative study
and only one side benefits from the outcome of this study. It will clarify or solve a
problem available in the Qur’an or Testaments. Rather, in the latter, a two-way
relation is established between the Qur’an and the Testaments. This comparative
study will have an explanatory or problem-solving role on both sides. These species
are considered as the most complete species in comparative studies. Addressing
concepts such as “after the Remembrance" (min'ba’d al-dhikr) and “Jesus” in the
Qur’an can illustrate the process and mechanism of such comparative studies. Based
on the approach of the Qur’an to “Jesus,” one can well see the conflicts between the
two paradigms and the quality of the different interpretations of the disciplines to
overcome these challenges. The most important of these challenges are: “The
Crucifixion and Death of Jesus,” “The Divinity of Jesus,” “Distortion of the
Covenants,” “The Controversy of the Qur’an with Christianity.” In order to create a
common dialogue and language, it was necessary for the disciplines to abandon the
common views and popular interpretations and take a stylized approach. This form of
interpretation represents a universal interpretation of religions.
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