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Ibn Sina's View on the Role of Material Factors in the
Formation of Moral Traits

Forough Rahimpour *

Abstract

Moral traits are formed under the influence of various
factors. By searching in Ibn Sina's works, it can be understood
that these factors can be divided into two groups, material
factors and spiritual ones. Material factors include physical and
non-physical factors that this research is designed to investigate
them. Among these factors, the human body is central because
according to Ibn Sina's opinion: 1. Moral qualities, although
they are mental qualities, they are stemmed from the body. 2.
Human actions are performed with bodily organs and powers.
3. The temperament of the body is a very important shaper of
morality. 4. Non-physical factors manifest their effect by
influencing the body. The anthropological foundations of
IbnSina, including the influence of the material body on the
immaterial soul, the trainability of human beings, the possibility
of changing temper, etc., are the basis of the issues discussed in
the article. Paying attention to the origins of creation a moral
trait and the quality of forming, changing, and stabilizing
tempers through each origin is of special importance and is very
useful in practice. It should be noted that from lbn Sina's point
of view, the issue of moral traits is one of the common issues
between philosophy and medicine, and he uses his medical
knowledge in this subject. For this reason, through the issues
raised by him, in addition to learning theoretical knowledge, one
can gain practical solutions for reforming morality and to be
characterized by ethical virtues.

Keywords: Ibn Sina, Ethics, Temperament, Human Acts, Material
Factors, Physical Factors, Non-Physical Factors.
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