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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Kyewords: Context and purpose. Establishing and developing cooperative companies in rural areas is the best way to aggregate financial facilities
with people from the working class and farmers. In order to achieve this and the necessity of paying attention to the development of rural
cooperatives, this study aimed to present the framework of rural cooperative development antecedents.

Methodology/approach. The approach of the present research is mixed, based on the applied purpose and exploratory in terms of data

e Rural Development
e Rural Cooperatives

e Sustainable collection. The statistical population of this research in both of qualitative and quantitative stages include experts in the field of agriculture
Development and rural cooperatives, including managers and experts of rural cooperatives as well as managers and active members of rural cooperatives.
o Development The sampling method is purposive in the qualitative stage and convenient in the quantitative stage. In the qualitative stage, semi-structured
T interview tools were used and the interviews continued until the theoretical saturation (26 people) was reached and theme analysis
technique has also been used to analyze the data. In the quantitative stage, a questionnaire was used to collect data so that 40 questionnaires

Received: were distributed among the statistical sample and the weighted average technique was used to prioritize the topics.

Findings and conclusions. Findings show that the development background of rural cooperatives can be classified into four general

27 October 2021 dimensions: individual-cognitive development, inclusive institutional development, multiple capacity building and endogenous synergy. As

Revised: aresult and based on the research findings, the most important preconditions for the development of rural cooperatives include thirteen
21 October 2022 components: psychological development, collaborative space development, performance management, empowerment, institutional-
Accepted: government development, awareness and education, financial support, infrastructure-technical capability, systems upgrading, marketing
17 December 2022 and sales, supply chain management, local development And knowledge of the interior and surroundings.

Available online: Originality. Previous studies mainly in the field of pathology of rural cooperatives; it was also in a limited area. Meanwhile, the current
15 February 2023 research provides a useful framework of the antecedents of the development of rural cooperatives at the national level by using a qualitative

method.
EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose. Among the antecedents, incentives and business development tools in rural areas, rural cooperatives are institutions
that can play a role in solving the weaknesses of villagers. Establishing and developing cooperative companies in rural areas is the best way to
aggregate financial facilities with people from the working class and farmers. The development of rural cooperatives requires attention to
infrastructures, tools and strategies, which are called as developers, roadmaps and antecedents to gain sustainable advantage. With this
approach and considering the necessity of developing cooperatives in the general policies of Article 44 of the Constitution, the purpose of this
research is to provide a framework to explain the factors or antecedents of the development of rural cooperatives.
Methodology/approach. The approach of the present research is mixed, based on the applied purpose and exploratory in terms of data
collection. The statistical population of this research in both of qualitative and quantitative stages include experts in the field of agriculture
and rural cooperatives, including managers and experts of rural cooperatives as well as managers and active members of rural cooperatives.
The geographical area of experts in the qualitative stage was provinces of Markazi, Tehran, Gilan, Yazd, Razavi Khorasan, Sistan and
Baluchistan, Kerman, Kurdistan and Ardabil. The geographical area of the experts in the quantitative stage was provinces of Markazi, Tehran,
Gilan, Razavi Khorasan, Golestan and East Azerbaijan. The sampling method is purposive in the qualitative stage and convenient in the
quantitative stage. In the qualitative stage, semi-structured interview tools were used and the interviews continued until the theoretical
saturation (26 people) was reached and thematic analysis technique has also been used to analyze the data. In the quantitative stage, a
questionnaire was used to collect data so that 40 questionnaires were distributed among the statistical sample and the weighted average
technique was used to prioritize the topics. The reliability of the recoding of the interviews by a research colleague was equal to 80%.
Findings and conclusions. Findings show that the development background of rural cooperatives can be classified into four general
dimensions: individual-cognitive development, inclusive institutional development, multiple capacity building and endogenous synergy. As a
result and based on the research findings, the most important preconditions for the development of rural cooperatives include thirteen
components: psychological development, collaborative space development, performance management, empowerment, institutional-
government development, awareness and education, financial support, infrastructure-technical capability, systems upgrading, marketing and
sales, supply chain management, local development And knowledge of the interior and surroundings. The result of the weighted average test
also showed that supply chain management with a weight of 0.062, human resource empowerment and infrastructural-technical development
with a weight of 0.060 have the highest priority in the growth and development of rural cooperatives. Also, performance management with a
weight of 0.052 and financial support with a weight of 0.051 have the lowest priority.

Originality. Previous studies have mainly identified challenges or harms in the development of rural cooperatives or the scope of the study
was on the scale of one or more villages, meanwhile, the current research provides a useful framework of the antecedents of the development
of rural cooperatives at the national level by using a qualitative method. This research is a comprehensive research on the development factors
of rural cooperatives in such a way that a diverse, multi-dimensional and comprehensive set of indicators in the field of individual
empowerment of members, internal empowerment of cooperatives, empowerment or environmental background, including the prerequisite
processes for the optimal activity of cooperatives or effective interventions Governance has been mentioned to facilitate the operation and
create a favorable institutional environment for cooperatives. The results of this research provide a practical development guide for
government managers in the high-level institutions of cooperatives, whether in the field of legislation, policymaking, or implementation, as
well as operational managers in rural cooperative units.
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