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ABSTRACT

Context and purpose. The use of e-commerce technology in the cooperative sector can improve the situation of job
creation and income gains in rural cooperatives, leading to economic growth and development. Based on this, the
currentresearch aims to identify and prioritize the criteria of this technology in creating entrepreneurial op portunities
in rural cooperatives.

Methodology/approach. In this research, 36 components of entrepreneurial opportunities were identified based on
literature review, and finally, they were refined using the opinion of 30 experts using the Fuzzy Delphi method. After
the refining process, 23 selected components were evaluated and ranked through the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP)
using Expert Choice 11 software. At this stage, based on the Krejcie-Morgan table, 127 experts were selected from 200
cooperatives.

Findings and conclusions. The results showed that the dimensions of creating entrepreneurial opportunities indude
commercial opportunities, organizational opportunities, social opportunities, economic opportunities, and
technological opportunities, and the sub-components of each of them were weighted. Based on the results of the
research, the local model in the cooperative sector is proposed in order to recognize and exploitthe entrepreneurial
opportunities of e-commerce technology.

Originality. By identifying the entrepreneurial opportunities of e-commerce in rural cooperatives, this study has

provided a framework that helps to increase the efficiency of these institutions and improve the livelihood of members
through orientation to new job opportunities.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose. The development of e-commerce is the main prerequisite for national economic development in any
situation, and if the obstacles to economic development are not removed, other sectors will not achieve prosperity and
development. Therefore, scientific planning based on the facts and real capacity of this sector is essential for optimal use of the
facilities. The use of e-commerce technology in the cooperative sector can improve the situation of job creation and income gains
in rural cooperatives, leading to economic growth and development. Based on this, the current research aims to identify and
prioritize the criteria of this technology in creating entrepreneurial opportunities in rural cooperatives.
Methodology/approach. In this research, 36 components of entrepreneurial opportunities were identified based on literature
review, and finally, they were refined using the opinion of 30 experts using the Fuzzy Delphi method. After the refining process,
23 selected components were evaluated and ranked through the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) using Expert Choice 11
software. At this stage, based on the Krejcie-Morgan table, 127 experts were selected from 200 cooperatives.

Findings and conclusions. Theresults showed that the dimensions of creating entrepreneurial opportunities include commercial
opportunities, organizational opportunities, social opportunities, economic opportunities, and technological opportunities, and
the sub-components of each of them were weighted. According to the findings, business opportunities are important for rural
cooperatives through providing services and creating high-value businesses. This requires knowing what is valuable to different
markets and how to provide these products and services. In the rural business environment, the weakness of innovation is the
result of emphasis only on family background and the development of knowledge-based companies in the agricultural sector can
stimulate the creation ofbusiness ideas and initiatives in the villagers. This means that the effort to bring innovation to the villages
is considered an important component in order to improve the business environment. Based on the results of the research, the
local model in the cooperative sector is proposed in order to recognize and exploit the entrepreneurial opportunities of e-
commerce technology.

Originality. By identifying the entrepreneurial opportunities of e-commerce in rural cooperatives, this study has provided a
framework that helps to increase the efficiency of these institutions and improve the livelihood of members through orientation
to new job opportunities. More precisely, the current study helps to improve the marketing process in rural cooperatives and
increase the tendency of members to create entrepreneurial opportunities by establishing a link between entrepreneurial
opportunities and e-commerce.
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