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Abstract

Since Plato’s time, beauty has always been recognized from a philosophical
perspective, and this importance has continued until modern times. But the
important point here is that none of the theorists, sages, and scientists have
looked at this category from the perspective of empirical science, and it is
only in the definition of Ibn Haitham that this importance is manifested. Ibn
Haytham, who is known for his knowledge of physics and optical discov-
eries, and especially in the world of art for his innovations in the discussion
of the dark room, which in a way led to the construction of the photographic
camera, faced with the concept of beauty, in his book Al-Mubadah based
on the method Scientific studies have tried to explain it based on principles
and visual characteristics.

He distinguished between the two aspects of visual perception and visu-
al feeling, and he considered visual perception to be the result of visual
feeling and called them under the title of minor meanings, which from his
point of view are twenty-two in total, and through the perception of the eye,
these beauties are obtained Of course, he first mentions the two factors of
light and color, which are the result of the sense of sight, and then he lists
eighteen factors that are the result of visual perception and emerge from
the power of understanding and imagination. In the continuation of the two
factors, there is a return to the same speech of the ancients, that is, the phi-
losophers, and the same topic of proportionality and balance, which is es-
pecially seen in the discussion of Aristotle and the predecessors of Islamic
philosophers, such as Bu Ali Sina.

On the other hand, photography is a new phenomenon and the resulting
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image is still a matter of debate and surprise for artists and those who use it.
Structural aesthetics in photography is based on visual elements and qual-
ities that are recorded by the camera. Sarkovsky names five characteristics
of photography that are different from other arts. The nature of photography
is everything that happens independently in the medium of photography
and away from dependence on other arts or sciences. For example, anything
that is related to the mind of its creator, i.e. the photographer, and its device,
i.e. camera, and its equipment, i.e. flash, film, filter, lens, etc. Therefore,
this type of attitude is called independent or modern photography. In the
first place, modern photography, in order not to have to resemble the art
of painting, prohibited any kind of manipulation and emphasized only the
internal elements of the camera such as the shutter, depth of field, and aper-
ture, and introduced the subject to the audience with these features. In this
way, the photos that were created were not the result of any other media or
art and were specific to photography itself.

In the product of the act of photography, i.e. photo, it is not possible to
consider only what is seen; Because every photo has two meanings, the
first obvious meaning is everything that can be seen, and the second hid-
den meaning is the meaning hidden in the photo. This second meaning is
not only achieved through seeing but also requires another perception that
results from seeing. Ibn Haitham mentioned the same thing in his book of
Al-Muhammad and in his description of aesthetics. He believes that with
the two factors of color and light that are achieved by visual perception,
other details also emerge that are dependent on reflection in perceptions
other than vision. The purpose of this article is to compare the details of
Ibn Haitham’s twenty-two books with the essential characteristics of the
photography medium from the aesthetic point of view.

In order to answer the question of how the theory of light aesthetics from
Ibn Haytham’s point of view can be reconciled with the modern principles
of modern photography aesthetics, this article first explains the nature of
photography and then discusses its compatibility with Ibn Haytham’s opin-
ions. The current article, which uses a comparative approach, is fundamen-
tal-theoretical in terms of its objective and descriptive-analytical in terms
of its method. Also, information has been collected from various library
sources and websites and finally analyzed with a qualitative approach. Ac-
cordingly, by describing the twenty-two cases of Ibn Haytham’s aesthetics
and describing and analyzing the aesthetics of photography from the per-
spective of visual structure, how to reconcile them was discussed, and the
results of the research show the full compatibility and effectiveness of Ibn
Haytham’s opinions in the field of modern photography aesthetics.

Keywords: Ibn Al-Haytham, Perspectiva, Al-Manazir, Optics, Photography.

27



