Journal of Ritual Culture and Literature
Quarterly, Vol 1, No 2, Fall & winter 2022-2023, 221-238

The Interaction Between Culture and Religion in Ashura Mourning of
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Abstract

Special religious places for women date back to thousands of years ago. Considering the
influence of religious beliefs and non-indigenous subcultures on Bushehri women, this paper
aims to study the characteristics of Ashura mourning rituals of Bushehri women. A review of the
function of women’s religious places and the role of Bushehari women indicates the religious
beliefs of the people of the region and the influence of these subcultures on them. The main
research questions were, What are the features of women’s Ashura mourning from the spatial
perspective? What are the female roles in Bushehr’s mourning ceremonies and how can its
influence on the ritual actions of the region be identified and explained? The research method
is descriptive-analytical, using field research and oral interviews. The results of the research
indicate that the women of Bushehr directly performed Ta’ziyeh, Roza, and mourning, and their
attitudes toward Muharram events were based on indigenous beliefs, Shiite beliefs, and local
rituals. They are a unique example among the Shiites of Iran and the world where solidarity,
cooperation, and participation among all the agents of mourning, even interaction with non-
Shiite religious minorities, can be seen. The presence of women in the performance of religious
mourning, regardless of gender-based looks, is another novel and important point that should
be considered. Furthermore, despite the disputes between the neighborhoods of Bushehr over
holding a more glorious ceremony, only among Ashura mourning rites of the women of this city
there is no report of hostility and conflict.
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