Journal of Ritual Culture and Literature
Quarterly, Vol 1, No 2, Fall & winter 2022-2023, 23-39
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Magic Theory
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Abstract

James Frazer has introduced a theory called Sympathetic Magic to categorize different types
of magic, which encompasses many types of magical rituals. According to him, sympathetic
magical rituals, which are based on the association between meanings and imagination, are
divided into two categories, homoeopathy and contagion. Regarding Homoeopathic Magic,
it is believed that the similar absorbs and produces the similar. Furthermore, contagious
magic relies on the principle that a thing can be affected by a part of it. There are rituals
among the Lak people based on sympathetic magic. In this research, oral interviews and
descriptive-analytical methods were used to study numerous rituals of this kind, so that
theirs fields and basis can be determined and examined. The results indicated that magic is
not acceptable among Lak people unless it properly solves someone’s problems. The rituals
based on homoeopathic magics among them include Denoru, Howads, planting greens,
fortune-telling, Alafe, and some healing rituals. Moreover, the rituals based on contagious
magic include personal items, umbilical cords, baby teeth, hair and nails, magic cures,
Avalghara, and to some extent Alafe. This type of magic rituals is based on human contact.
Of course, these beliefs are not common only among Lak people; there are similar beliefs
in other Iranian tribes.
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