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Kermanshahi’s Bagh-e Ferdows: Reflections on the Correction of the Epic
and Ritual Poem of Shahednameh
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Abstract

Shahednameh or Bagh-e Ferdows is the epic poem collection of Ahmad ibn Rostam Elhami
Kermanshahi (died in 1325 AH) on the Battle of Karbala, which, according to Elhami himselfand
the judgment of others, is characterized by “Persianism,” “maturity,” and “comprehensiveness;”
these characteristics, however, are not visible in the existing corrections of this book. Examining
Omid Islampanah’s correction in 2000 and that of Ali Insani in 2002, this article concludes that,
despite all their praiseworthy precision and great concern, the final text of Bagh-e Ferdows has
not been published in either of these two corrections; however, the aforementioned features have
been violated. This is while Elhami, according to the testimony of his contemporary poet, Mirza
Mohammad Bager Khosravi, had reviewed Bagh-e Ferdows after finishing its composition and
even publishing some selected copies of it. Therefore, it should be said that the validity of the
first version of this poem in the correction of Islampanah has caused frequent and inappropriate
additions in the text, especially the section entitled “Additions to the Story of Hazrat-e Abbas”;
furthermore, the correction of Insani has not provided a reliable and comprehensive text due to
the manipulations he both specified and did not specify.
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