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I nvestigating the effectiveness of mental imagery on the acquisition of soccer
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Abstract:

The purpose of this research was to investigate the effectiveness of mental imagery on the acquisition of set
shot skills in football. This study was a semi-experimental type with a pre-test-post-test design with a control
group. The participants in this research included 36 semi-skilled male football players with an average age of
17.09+£0.68 years in 1401. After selecting the participants and completing the individual profile form, the
instructions for imaging and the Moore-Christian shot test and the principles of kicking the football station
were explained orally. Then, they were given a mental imaging ability test and a shot test in 4 blocks of 4
attempts and the results were recorded. Based on the obtained scores, the participants were divided into 3
groups. The acquisition sessions lasted for 3 weeks and each week consisted of 2 training sessions and 8
blocks of 4 attempts in each session. One-way analysis of variance, compound analysis of variance with
repeated measurement at a significance level of 0.05 was used. The results of data analysis showed that in the
acquisition phase, the groups with positive imagery performed significantly better than the groups with
negative imagery and the control group. Also, according to the significance of the interactive effect of
visualization x training sessions, it was observed that from the third session onwards, the positive
visualization groups performed significantly better than the negative visualization and control groups. It
seems that visualization practice has had an effect on the soccer players' free kick performance, and football
coaches are suggested to use positive imagery to teach semi-skilled people the free kick skill.

Keywords: Mental Imagery, Skill Acquisition, Free Kick, Soccer

* Correspondence: mohammadbagher.forghani @ gmail.com

o


https://sportssciencejournal.ir/
mailto:majid.keramatimoghadam@gmail.com

