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Comparative Study of Text and Pictures of Walters's
Shahnameh (W602)
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Post Graduate, Painting, Faculty of Art, Tehran University

Abstract

Walters's Shahnameh (W602) is one of the Safavid era's pictorial versions
which contains scenes of battle and feast as well as romantic stories and
heroes' advantures such as Bijan & Manijeh and Bijan's trouble by falling
down to a borehole. The beauty and gracefulness of the pictures, made the
author to analyze the depiction and coherence based on descriptive —
analytical method and answer the following questions:

a) How much was the effect of the context on artist's work?

b) How much is the artist allowed to apply his personal taste?

The authors assume that the artist of this version and othe authors do not
rely on the context and present their art dependently (of the text). The
surveys show that there are 10 commonalities and 14 differences out of 24
general characteristics.

Keywords: shahnameh, depiction, Safavid era.



