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Introduction

The most important channel of learning is the visual channel because
80% of human learning is done through the visual channel. One of the
problems of blind people or those with visual impairements is educational
problems, especially in higher education. Some studies have shown that
people with visual impairments might have less self-efficacy, lower
educational progress and physical abilities due to social rejection. However,
these people have special talents. The educational level is one of the
predictors of self-confidence, self-esteem and the life quality for blind
people. Therefore, the level of education and presence in university will have
positive effects on the blind individuals’ psychological well-being. Although
some studies have been conducted on the educational progress of people
with visual impairments, no qualitative research has yet been conducted with
the aim of evaluating the understanding, lived experience of these people
and the influential factors in their academic achievement in higher education.
Therefore, the goal of this research is to identify the main factors underlying
the academic achievement of blind students via the exploration of their lived
experiences.

Method

The current research was conducted with a qualitative approach via the
application of phenomenological methodology. The participants of this
research were 15 blind studdents in Iran who were either PhD. candidates or
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graduates from universities during 2018-2019 academic year. These
participants were selected via snowball sampling. Sampling continued until
we reached data saturation and further data did not provide us with any new
information. The data were collected through deep semi-structured
interviews during 3 months by telephone interviews while using Colaizzi
methodology for coding and analyzing the data through seven steps. For
validating the results of this research, the final analysis of interviews was
tabulated with variables and concepts were shown to three participants and
two professors who were familiar with the scope of the study for study. They
all agreed with the extracted themes and the interpreted data.

Results

About 248 initial codes, which were extracted from the interviews
through similar meanings, were organized in 44 concepts. They were
categorized into the following 10 main themes: family supports, using
education for meeting the needs, compensating for the experiences and
unpleasant feelings, perspectives and hopeful believes, secondary
educational achievements, educational context, positive personal features,
cognitive talents and abilities, positive social factors and goal-defining
toward values and interests.

Conclusion

The articipants’ interviews show that having higher family support was
the reason that these people choose education for meeting their innate needs
for progress, independence, attention and security. Also, they choose
education based on unpleasant feelings and experiences from social contacts
in order to build a bright future for themselves. They had achievements with
the help of their cognitive abilities and characteristics such as hard working,
tolerance and responsibility which motivated them for their further progress.
Educational context and hopeful perspective in society about higher
education also encouraged them to increase their attention to academic
studies as well as acquiring academic achievements.

Keywords: Phenomenology, Academic achievement, Blinds

Author Contributions: This article is extracted from the MA thesis of the first author,
under the supervision of Dr. Barabadi and with the consultation of Dr. Abbassi.

Acknowledgments: The authors would like to express their gratitude towards all
those who participated in this research.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare there is no conflict of interest in this article.
Funding: This article has been done without any financial aids.




Sty glas, sl cs AN cdlas 3L b
W4 Olsls 5 5l Sl sal Ol e dgd oS0 QTN wallis o pdy 500
\ LSDJ‘LA*:’ gV JL.» ‘(’JLR.- RIS L]
YYY-Y¥5 : o o

Oblwb e Cutdgo Jolge dilulbi ylov ey  fudoxs

o|‘5>'-‘;bk>" r&&‘
IPT A JARVES E
e AS>

A el gl S L5 33 e Coiige Jolge oluld Gaa b sl tagsy

ol oo OB S eS lie s eslinal bo 5 bl By s S 3,50, 3l sk pl gl
bl 53 1y s (S5 okl o oS Wop ale JSe lils 3301800 sl rags
G sl al s (6585 0y JeadlE B L il AV-AF e Lo s 5 0,08
Lol L deasls (goslmar shie 0 5 L Sbssl B J5IS 5ol bt (g5 4500
loosls Lol aalsl (gl gLl 4 Oy B bbamlian .3 8 plonil aily sl lodass Gras a-Lias
baamlae 5l izl sl adsl 45 YFA slas 5 A3 Ll Colaizzi i, L e 6”1&?
dpie V0 Olpe Cowd oa b i e olie s 5 S ol phe T o (pline calid ulul
sl céj Sl Jeas 5l eslizu gdf;\jjls ool 5l le &S LS ghuatns Lol
B S T P P Pt W I PP PR PO S G o1 - LG W S P P s e
Jelse mlid la LUl5 5 besldaial (L teased Cute ba Shy (S50l balases (g5lo i
S das e OLa OB IS S e Sl aMe 5 ba 5, S 3 IS 5 slarx] Clie
4 25l Slp L EDlan s 3 ) S 35 e sl ol Bl glaile ) s

Ol ey s 55 g o KENs cosl il o slie Al el IS was gol 2ils
habarabadi@gmail.com (J stms ot ) Ol 03 g 03y g ol &3S Glislaasl

Ol pl o3 gom 3 g o231 lskeal deoksk



(O oslad AT98 bl 5 Sl TV e cpler s0050) Slaal O jazr g oKy L0y, Lo gl s YY?

sl oA Loy e S bl cusl 5 am g Pl (b 4o gk glasl
by Sledal ptle dl 4 g 63,8 S elerl glas, 5 0 5 oS @ li b Slales]
SaS Loy g ol gla GBSl estizad Lol (s, i @ s ol U3 0 Gl
ol o3 gbasysls (e B3 55 s pdicd e 5 sl (o Je ol S5
Golo i Ol cpl 5o cdd ol walsl s Ll Cusd 5 3sdd Col oS Lol Cows 4 s
G Sl sy Oas 4 ol plenrl g3 65 e dS 5 2sel (sladess

Sy el S ol 53 Ol I8 oS 5 s OB A S i Os Lwed3De

OB ¢ s s go ¢ ol (OB 315 AdS

PRV

ool 2 5an 3 (b b b 05) by OIS (o Sl 2l 50S Ol
Lo 5855 5l 3l g8k 5 Jamme Sledbl S35 gl i 4 ar 5 L aS dtes o
Lzes Ol5aS s glaes S ls L OLLl S e axle ol oIS
oS 4 labs s S4B Ll (Mahdingjad, Goharpey, Ghasemzadeh & Ltifi, 2016)
Joo pbaaS blus Sloslisad b o> 5 50 i 5o ol gl Sl & 350 0 4
s o obol o el i bl 3l 2SS L (Lo Vo) YT Sae
Dursin )t (i5sel alid laias b i b b il spel j2ils o 555 e GO
P o o antlid 335 oba s 3 b JSKe glls 5315 0Ll sl (2012
FUA A48 dle s Sl el ool 63y mess |y O il glaole 53 WHO
Gl el 4zl sy Ol 5 ol OIS Gl 8 Ogdkee WY 5 Ll B Ol
Oseheo YVF 5% 4 Y010 Jlo 53 5 Oseho V4) 5 YY/F i 5 54 YoV s Jlu s slaes
(Keeffe, 2019) ww; ,&
G agd fl s eletrl D8 Al e (5355 0o Sl Ll e ol DD
L Ol Sl Jeol st slasldazal 5 5gr 5 (61550 Slacslee Ll o I (il e sdle
S i b Sl lls OS5 5s ol sl Ol (Dursin, 2012) &S sl
Papadopoulos, Papakonstantinou, Montgomery & ) <ol b dMst! 05 OVLLS 5
(b Lad IOl ol b Lol 0858 s a8 aas e olis Slllas (Solomou, 2014



YYv SLleb laos oo ol g Al y oty Jolos

Lle wlarl slcsles Jlj w53 Sl (Sas sl s poy5 Ol
Ferrari, ) Al axils cbts Ol s Slulal 5 oad Cundys Odwgd 5 Soo oUls
S 5 L 5S e 595 edul 4 s 0LLL .(Vecchi, Merabet & Cattaneo, 2017
5 aliS e 0T e Sse s ol st (G, 45 dls 355 4 S (8 R e
Molazadeh, Javanmard, ) dwas A, 555 53 1y 30 Copa Alss Lol 558 0 Sl
.(Arazi & Yeganegi, 2013

(Hodapoor, Sharifidaramadi & Kazemi, 2015) ol sl (5,850 e S e
b b s edalie b 511 s slaant gl 5l dos A s anb S sba oL
b oS el 2l b Sl bl dsns Yo L 5 Lol o
OMane OLLul OSis I S ol 5Ly L(Arjmandnia, Vatani & Hasanzadeh, 2017)
Ol Sl & (Entezari, 2016) <ol Jlo 5 sal mlav 53 o a4 2550
Sty ) Gl a8 s 4 el oSen gl el L33 sl
Habibi, Khosro ) .ss oliS o wlea! Jlms S (S55d sla oUls 5 nl eass
la ol 51 oS 5 aS Wby plaslascal sl 3l -l oS J>- 5 .(Javed & Khanzadeh, 2014
.(Mohammadi Ghaletaki, Ghamrani & Barmak, 2014) —.l o5 5 sla Sl 5L 5

isel DUl 5 lae 35aS pizen 5ot L Blew sy Ao B
© oled 5 das iy 55 5 1y Ghge Coga SIS OT &Sepl gl ol pl o gass
QL s (SN > Sadbge 5 hydy gl SO 5 e bl plezxl > pae
5odel 3 s gt i Wlazasl 5 sl 3l s 1 2 J= ol L Ll sasl 318 sl
el Jid 5 Jua 5 ke VU polbe w5 Al 8 Cohge 5 iy s o
Gl (SX3 55 Caibge 3 b Ko O 4 e skl S belse 51 ol s
Nasls S b I G S eSS s b a4 Cudbge s 53 &S > (Augestad, 2017)
5SS plel pdada pl s Cudbse sl Sl n 5 (S5 e glawir 2
S St 5k ol 4SS b 35se DLl (Frisch, 2006) LT 36 3 (i s,
San S > s aby O Jldtl 4 fil sl el adl 5 S5 pend ik
.(Bahrami, Vaez Mousavi & Davari, 2014) 1.5 o 350 55 glac LB



(O oslad AT98 bl 5 Sl TV e cpler s0050) Slaal O jazr g oKy L0y, Lo gl s YYA

S5 S b OMa sl o (olsbae Al el pbnil gl iasn G

e b oLl ey Cibss o 50 9 (Amini, Haghani & Masoumi, 2010) oLl
Klinkosz, Secowski & ) Lol seaed las 5 (Papadopoulos, 2014) 5 5l -l
oS co i 5l S Ohass Cla“ Ssysbas 315 545 (Brambring, 2006
23 sam 5 e ol pls Ll DLl S5 CudS 5 el e e 4 slazsl
555 b .(Molazadeh et al., 2013) s ls LoU sl 31 o lsdly, Cwdh 5 2o [l oKl
ol plil ol DAL Sl ol 31 e bl il Glaoj s po oS Slllas
30l s a et s Sl e BAa b5 &S 500, L g 05S ecl
e S sk 4 e 5 (ot Jlo wblie 53 0T Codise 0SS0 Lelse
ol e bl 3 K g el 53 33l Gt il 5 oISk

el WOl At o s s b Ol e b ge Lol ge oLl (iags

S
SrSaged hyy g dsed caral

loesls .8 S plmil Wbyl s, Sl eslial by A4S 5,55, L ol s
2305 Goslper alid SNl 5 aslas edalie Gy b bsas S 2as%
035 PO ewd s 3 WOT L, 5 la 35l clis Eroe 3 OBAS IS L sla ks
ol e G gbaaY S e b bl Sy A8 e S eS slex
(s ol 03 s bl ol ey b asghe SO oslss Sl A At
Lo Laulsy a3 0Ll b, 4 5 355 g0 ooy Sledl Glaa s 3 BT Jlsle
R s ol s gl s (Mohammadpour, 2013) 5515 5 o0 acuad go 5 5 31 L3
s B 4y e s QLS et S e el Ll

g 58 mhae 3 ol IS gls 331610 gy cal s 0SS S Lt
sl wlie Lyl s gls sl sled o 5l B IS By 4 s diebds Dy sen &S
L Ko o8 Wsg S FHA i o S0la L 05 L8 0 55,0 6 ) b sl il pl s
el A 5 edd s Jead adsl sladle o b golinle Dsen ol s



Y4 SLleb laos oo ol g Al y oty Jolos

Voo Jabe a3 pl 5180 s g oIS bl danl 3 1 3 OV ass 5 S
e s 53 L8 Y Ol s 3 1y st (655 055 L8 A Ay 3 e i
e 93h oKl 5 ) (el ST Kls 3 i ) Ol oKl 5 i) ( Slblb
il canllas 4 355 sl s g o llLAS Agioe (C) Lo, el oLl 3 L) 5 Ui
L osmetils (bl sl i 5o 550 Ol 5 S5 bl i LIS 5 sl S
5S35 58 5 Shee 4y S AV=RF et e )5 O3 g (655 daju M\@b

g andllas 3550 75 g0 3550 50 055 ol Dals 13 L s 5 cS e 4 LleS

5 ol
i amlas 3 b Sl g ele an gk sl bt leans Gues axlas 5 b 5l Leesls
4 g eite balas e A (Gluosly 5 lnd LS pba baaslas plas @JTC‘*
5 elge ax IS e b bsaslas sy eSS L e (gl 4i3s YO bagze 55k
aobsl (5555 ahie b5 S JLis | Jramd s i el 8 Sty 5y Lt S5
Selastl 5 SGme Do 4 B Glagal 4 a5 LS SV 5 g s
slresls 5 il aalsl pogie A 3 CLMl bl 4 Ol B ddla (6,840 50l LA odews

Sl i Sledbl i

Laosls flous

L oslinl Laamlias (glgimms Lo 5 (5513208 o) Colaizzi i, 5 andlas ool 5o
Sk gl =Y @isai sl lacho s (Rl - ol d e ia fels &S
22 S5 -0 ealis anllele =Y Slee guud s b Y psose b kS e 5 g
2 o5 M pe —F addie Dal s 4 sy Sl bade ho s S B
.(Mohammadpour, 2013) ;g sile e =V 5 ol Soole S JIB

Se5 sbadl abs))



(O oslad AT98 bl 5 Sl TV e cpler s0050) Slaal O jazr g oKy L0y, Lo gl s Yy

laalian (IISIS 5 (oas il ol aled fpomen i dul 5 38 13 o5 ol
A Liaily et 53 23 S O go Mites SlS oy 5 4 5 53l 5 Lol Olsliad &l

bl el aub (sl T 4 las dior (a5 Ll 4 O

Laadl
38 el OLlol leas e Mol oLls Gas Lol ey
Il o 5555 gl Jramdlp B L iy OLLRG 516 10 sl SIS L
o el 3l Sles slaas b LS sliaial Slasl b ot g AV-45 e
Al e ol sl €LY s 5 1l ol s oSl s
Goslpaar 3 m oS 5 cnl 4 03 S bl (6508 SlaplS bl Laddsie 5 onlis
Eos0 250 5> SMbl ediSaal b 5 e Shlaxr 5 Al giluesly biamlas (DL
G a5l IS YYA S e ol 4 il ol Sl e BAE gl s
VP Colg s s A akileile paghe G B 5o pa b las e SladS e el o
ceboleel sl #T Al e 5 s 8 et ol dde V0 g 4 ol £ o4
Al & 08K phalas 4 GLJ
Gob sl ol Gl S das e 0L leesls s L SelE sbaisls )
S s Codbse IS Lol Jelse 5l S el glaes e 53 el
s s Sl A le el a4 by e v.:AL;LA ol 03 gy a g ol g3 eSS Hlin
o3l el —able Glacylas 5 o3l 5l Ja 5 SUISel (5lupnl 3 cosl 5l
ol 48 S 5 1S o g 55,5 m st e et posle aasl )0 o et eSS L
e pr ol oy bl a5 s s 5 (5550 Bld Sl 5 oS 4 ags
S 5 S Sl age il (Sn b Jasme o3l 5 45 1Y ojlad eanseS L
e Rl s 53 OS5 adl 4l s 4 plS el 4 b 4 5 4l
Sn SaS L

@&j@tﬁsuw@,l&u.‘s&wﬁ Ll w35 Sl Jeams 5l eslanal =Y



AR OLlal oaos coddgo Jol po Slulid )l Jdow
Table 1.
Demographic characteristics of the participants
: : PhD PhD Marital ‘s
University Program Entrance Status Gender Age Participant
Field Exam Rank
Arabic .
Imam Reza Literature 22 Married Male 36 1
Allameh Persian :
Tabataba'i Literature 1 Married  Male 38 2
Tehran Health 17 Single  Male 29 3
Psychology
Islamic Exceptional
Tehran History and Distinct Single Female 36 4
Civilization Student
Allameh Persian .
Tabataba'i Literature 14 Single  Male 35 5
. Islamic
Iﬂir;d'c History and 6 Single Male 35 6
Civilization
. Exceptional
Isfahan L?[%rr?t%r;e Distinct Single  Male 30 7
Student
Educational .
Tehran Management 1 Single Male 31 8
Exceptional
Tehran Sociology Distinct Single Female 30 9
Student
Philosophy of .
Tehran Education 3 Single Female 36 10
Political .
Tehran Science 11 Single Female 27 11
Tehran InteT:\E\llonal 3 Married Male 31 12
Allameh Persian :
Tabataba'i Literature ) Married  Male 50 13
Ferdowsi Arabic :
Mashhad Literature 1 Married  Male 36 14
Exceptional
Tehran Sociology Distinct Single Female 43 15
Student
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