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ABSTRACT

Child abuse is one of the growing crimes, in
recent days and there has been a significant
increase in child abuse statistics. Therefore, it is
very important to take the necessary measures
to prevent such criminal behaviors. Child and
Adolescent Protection act, adopted in 1399, is one
of the legislative innovations to prevention and
legal confrontation with this phenomenon that
provided significant legal protections to children
and adolescents. However, there are still many
legal and practical challenges facing it. In this
library research, innovations and challenges of
this act were examined, the result of this studies
are as follows: One of the innovations of this
act is maximizing the capacity of government
organizations such as the Welfare Organization
to prevent child abuse, identifying and providing
legal protection to children and adolescents at risk
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of victimization such as children dropping out of school, children with parents
Prisoners, addicts, and redefining the harms to children and adolescents, such as
economic exploitation of children and child pornography. On the other hand, the
practical challenges of this law are the restriction of the concept of emotional
harassment and the lack of enforcement guarantees for it, the imposition of
minimum punishments for abusive parents, the imposition of minimum
punishments for sexual harassment, and the lack of appropriate mechanisms to
personality file for abused children.
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Extended Abstract]

« Statement of the topic

According to the definition by the World Health Organization, child abuse is an
injury or threat to the physical or mental health, welfare, or well-being of a child
by the parent, caregiver, or persons responsible for them ; however, in another
definition, any physical, sexual, and mental abuse or misbehavior to children under
the age of 18 by a person who has custody of the child or by another adult who may
be in the family or outside the family can be considered as child abuse.

Child abuse, due to its various definitions, generally falls into four categories:
Neglect, Psychological Abuse, Physical Abuse, and Sexual Abuse.

One of the most important pillars in the field of prevention is the legislature,
which by adopting effective Acts can take a beneficial step in achieving one of its
goals, which is to prevent crimes in the general sense and to prevent child abuse
in the specific sense. Finally, this organ in its last will to prevent and deal with
the phenomenon of child abuse passed an Act entitled "Act for the Protection of
Children and Adolescents"” on May 12, 2020.

The adoption of the Children and Adolescents Protection Act in 2020, is
undoubtedly a step forward in preventing the phenomenon of child abuse; Because
the legal protection of children and adolescents subject to this Act will be done by
creating appropriate structures, determining and describing the duties of executive
bodies, accurate criminalizing of risky behaviors and determining punishments for
them, and redefining risky situations for children and adolescents. The innovations
of this Act and the challenges of its implementation on the other hand are examined
in this article.

» Methodology

This research is based on descriptive and analytical methods and resources that
have been collected by the library method.

* Results

The result of this study are as follows: including the innovations of this Act,
maximum use of the capacity of government organizations such as State Welfare
Organization to prevent child abuse, identifying and providing legal protection to
children and adolescents at risk of victimization such as children that are dropping
out of school, children with parents’ imprisonment and redefining the harms to
children and adolescents, like the economic exploitation of children. On the other
hand, among the practical challenges of this Act, the restriction of the concept
of emotional harassment and the lack of guarantee for the execution, and the
imposition of minimum punishments for the abusive parents can be mentioned.

¢ Conclusion
Child abuse is one of the social harms that due to its effective characteristics needs
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proper investigation and planning to prevent and help to eliminate or reduce. The
answer to this need is as one of the necessities for the growth and development of
a healthy and prosperous generation and, consequently, a capable and developed
society.

This complex and growing phenomenon always needs the full support of the
government and the private sector in various dimensions to prevent it. What is
certain is that child abuse is the result of multiple psychological and sociological
factors, and therefore its prevention requires comprehensive and societal efforts.
Given the trans-sectoral nature of social harms, crimes, and perversions, no
organization can claim to be able to take over all the tasks of crime prevention,
control, and reduction of social harms alone. Therefore, to achieve the lofty goal of
social health, of which crime prevention is one of its basic components; all relevant
organizations, both governmental and non-governmental, active in this field should
interact and cooperate, and in this regard, the ground for people's participation
should be provided more than before.

The legislature, as the main legislative body, plays a key role in formulating
preventive strategies to combat the phenomenon of child abuse. This institution, by
explaining the crime and its subject society, makes all the institutions involved in
the fight against crime react. In the same vein, the legislature has taken a big step
towards combating child abuse with the adoption of the Protection Act in 2020
and the recognition of the concept of child abuse. In this Act, various government
agencies and institutions have been addressed and assigned responsibilities to
achieve the goals of the Act, which are the prevention and confrontation of child
abuse. Social work, which is a specialized profession and seeks to help its target
groups by using specialized knowledge, has been emphasized once again in this
Act, and the Radio and Television Organization, as the largest mass media, has tasks
in line with its mission of informing about the rights of children and adolescents.

In addition, by redefining the harms of children and adolescents, this Act has
once again reminded the most important harms to this group and in the chapter on
crimes and punishments, has resorted to punishment to deal with these harms.

On the other hand, according to the concept of child in international documents
and risk factors, i.e. factors that increase the likelihood of a child tending to
delinquency in childhood and adolescence and beyond, and are divided into three
categories of individual, family, and school-related risk factors; The Child and
Adolescent Protection Act faces many practical challenges, and solutions need to
be adopted to confront with these challenges.

As noted, this Accrete has significant innovations in the prevention of child
abuse; but it also faces objections and practical challenges that require attention
and appropriate solutions; because without legal protection, not only prevention
but also a confrontation with this phenomenon will not be desirable in the end.
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