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Abstract

The Constitutional Revolution introduced new concepts to the
Iranian society that created a conflict between tradition and
modernity. One of the most important confrontations involved the
concept of equality. Due to its historical nature, the analysis of this
conflict depends on the use of documentary sources from that era.
These sources suggest that one of the most challenging issues in
period of the Constitutional Revolution was the subject of Article
VI of the Supplement to the Constitution, which provided for "the
equal rights of the Iranian people”. The adoption of this article
caused a controversy that became known as the “jurists’ dispute”. In
the traditional Iranian legal system, equality in its new meaning with
the distinction between "equality before the law" and "equality in the
law", did not exist. As a result of this semantic evolution, legal
scholars faced a new concept. Some tried to reduce the new concept
of equality to the old meaning of equality, i.e. equality before the
law, and called it a result of Islamic rules. On the other hand,
traditionalist jurists, referring to the inequality of the rights of
Muslims and non-Muslims, considered equality inconsistent with the
rules of Islam. In the end, both groups were unable to find the right
answer to the question.
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