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always enjoyed a prominent position among treaty bodies which
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monitor the implementation of human rights treaties by states parties.
One the functions performed by the HRC is the issuing of so-called
General Comments on the ICCPR. A General Comment is a
document whereby the HRC provides its interpretative commentary
on one of the rights recognized by the ICCPR or other topics related
thereto. As such, the General Comments are considered as prime
examples of treaty interpretation. The question to be answered in this
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respect is, given the various methods of interpretation, which
Interpretive method or methods is used by the HRC in its General
Comments? To answer this question, the present paper adopts an
inductive approach so as to use statistical data about the subject. The
results indicate that the teleological method is pervasive in the
General Comments of the HRC.
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1. HRC, 2018: para. 50: "It is contrary to the object and purpose of article 6 for States parties to take
steps to increase".

. Peremptory

. Non-Derogable

. HRC, 1992 : para. 5: "acts that cause mental suffering to the victim."

. corporal punishment

. HRC, 1982: para. 2: "it is the Committee’s opinion that, as is clear from the text of Covenant".

. HRC, 1992: para. 2: "The aim of the provisions of article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights is to protect both the dignity and the physical and mental integrity of the
individual."
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. disciplinary measure
. administrative detention or internment
. burden of proof
. preventive detention
. HRC, 2014: para. 41: "The object of the right is release (either unconditional or conditional)".
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1. or through any other Media

2. HRC, 2011: para. 5: "a reservation to paragraph 1 would be incompatible with the object and
purpose of the Covenant."

3. HRC, 2011: para. 6: "while reservations to particular elements of article 19, paragraph 2, may be
acceptable, a general reservation to the rights set out in paragraph 2 would be incompatible with
the object and purpose of the Covenant."”
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1. in pursuance of a decision reached in accordance with law
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1. exist
2. objective criteria
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