International Law Review, Volume 39, Issue 68, Winter 2023/ pp. 173-208

International Space Law and the Military Use of Mineral Resources of
Celestial Bodies

Hamid Kazemi *
Ali Mehrabi **

(DOI) : 10.22066/CILAMAG.2022.254304
(DOR) : 20.1001.1.2251614.1401.39.68.6.6

Abstract

With the entry of humanity into outer space, new range of opportunities have
eeen ppeeed in frnnt of hmnsss’ yyss. In rccttt yerr,, aaace miii gg sss
been in the focus of attention of space actors as a strategic space activity.
Due to the high quality of minerals in the Moon and other celestial bodies , it
is possible to use them in various industries, including military ones and
weapons. Considering this fact, it will be essential to understand the position
of international space law regarding the use of space mineral resources in the
production of military equipments and weapons. In the first step, the present
article highlights the necessity of banning or at least restricting space mining
for military activities and the production of weapons due to creating a danger
to international peace and security by analyzing the basic principles
containing in the Outer Space Treaty. In the next step and beyond
conventional system of space law, the use of mineral resources of celestial
bodies has been evaluated in the context of the goals of the Sustainable
Development of Space Activities document. The aim of the present study is
to take an important step towards maintaining and establishing international
peace and security in outer space by clarifying the legal aspects of the
military exploitation of the mineral resources of celestial bodies.
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