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ABSTRACT

Introduction: The concept of livability is one of the new and emerging concepts in the literature of
geography and rural planning that focuses on the ability of place. Currently, the poor living conditions in
the rural areas of our country have caused the villages to face many challenges in the economic, social
and environmental fields. Consequently, it is necessary to pay attention to the viability of rural
settlements.

Objectives: The current research has investigated the rural settlements of Sowme Sara county with the
aim of analyzing the economic viability.

Methodology: This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of
methodology. The statistical population of this research is the villages of Sowme Sara county. To achieve
the goal, library resources and field studies were used based on the distribution of questionnaires and
interviews with 377 heads of households living in sample villages (20 villages were selected by stratified
random sampling).

Geographical Context: The geographical area of research is the rural settlements of Sowmesara County
Result and Discussion: In order to assess economic viability, five components of employment and
income, household expenditure, agricultural status, land and housing value, and tourism status were
identified. In this research, one-sample T-test analysis were used to prove the significance and
generalizability of the research results, multiple regression analysis were used to determine the effect of
economic indicators on the livability of rural settlements, and path analysis were used to determine the
effect of indicators on livability.

Conclusion: With the help of one-sample T-test, it was determined that the level of economic viability is
lower than the expected average. The results of the path analysis showed that the livability is directly
influenced by the employment and income index (0.422) and the tourism index (0.269). Although the
indices of land and housing value, household expenses and agricultural conditions have not directly
affected the livability of rural settlements in Sowme Sara, and the total effect is low in all three indicators
and low and negative in land and housing value index, but they can indirectly affect the employment and
income of villages and increase or decrease livability be effective. Despite the direct impact on the level
of livability, the tourism status index can lead to an increase in livability through the employment and
income index.
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