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Introduction: The issue of poverty is not only one of the most important issues in the world, but also
one of the most important internal issues and problems of all societies, both rich and poor. Urban
poverty is a multidimensional phenomenon and urban dwellers suffer due to many deprivations,
including lack of access to employment opportunities, lack of adequate housing and infrastructure, lack
of social security, and lack of access to health, education, and personal security. In the meantime, it
seems necessary to have a comprehensive study on poverty that includes a detailed analysis of its
positive factors. For this purpose, the present study has been compiled with the aim of investigating and
measuring the factors affecting the emergence of the phenomenon of urban poverty in the metropolis of
Ahvaz.

Data and Method: This research is applied-theoretical in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in
terms of nature and method. In this study, urban poverty in the form of five dimensions of economic,
socio-cultural, managerial, physical infrastructure and environmental-geographical in the form of 36

indicators have been studied.

Results: The results of this study indicate this, In the economic dimension, the biggest impact was the
lack of jobs and stable income with an average of 4/09, In the socio-cultural dimension, the lack of
women's participation in decision-making, with an average of 3/08, had the greatest impact, Also, in the
managerial-institutional dimension, the most affected urban poverty in the metropolis of Ahvaz from the
factor of sanctions, with an average of 3, had a positive and significant effect. The phenomenon of urban
poverty from the point of view of physical and infrastructural indicators has been most affected by the
lack of infrastructure of cultural activities, marginalization with an average of 3.07 and 3, respectively.
The last component of the factors affecting the urban poverty pattern that is addressed in this study is
environmental-geographical factors The components of the imposed war situation and the special
situation of the region with an average of 4.5, and 3, respectively, had the greatest impact on the
existence of urban poverty in the metropolis of Ahvaz.

Conclusion: The results of the analysis of the questionnaire show that the majority of residents of Ahvaz
are in poor economic condition. As well as the problem of unemployment and marginalization in this
city, it is considered as one of the main causes of poverty and poverty development.
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Introduction

Poverty threatens ttt inn’” political stability, social integrity, and physical and mental health. In the last
decades of the 20" century, "urban poverty" or various processes have led to the formation of a
phenomenon called the urbanization of poverty; one of its physical reflections is crystallized in the
construction of informal settlements or, in other words, marginalization. In developing countries, it is
expanding at a higher speed and volume. The damage caused by poverty is extensive and long-term.
Poverty threatens the stability of cities in economic, social, cultural, environmental, and security
dimensions. It can be said that it is necessary to identify the factors that cause it to adopt a suitable policy
to solve the problem of poverty. The causes of poverty are not only economic and can have social-cultural
dimensions and other dimensions and components. Therefore, it seems necessary to have a comprehensive
study on poverty that includes a detailed analysis of its positive factors.

Therefore, in this research, the investigation and analysis of poverty and its factors based on economic,
social-physical, organizational, and institutional indicators have been done. Like other cities in the
country, Ahvaz metropolis has faced problems and urban issues such as marginalization, cultural poverty,
uneven growth, increased crime, the emergence of parasitic and fake businesses, and inappropriate public
spaces. Also, due to the eight years of Iran-lraq imposed war and its impact on the city and the urban
context, this city faces issues different from cities. So that one of the factors affecting the growth and
development of marginal areas in Ahvaz, such as Shelangabad, Hasirabad, and Kut-e Abdollah, can be
considered a result of the war and its social, economic, and cultural consequences. These problems and
urban issues make Ahvaz city look unfavorable and unbalanced from the outside and are also considered
obstacles to implementing detailed and comprehensive urban plans.

This research aims to investigate and evaluate the influencing factors on urban poverty in Ahvaz
metropolis and seeks to answer the following questions:

-What are the indicators effective on the emergence of urban poverty?

- Which component best explains the urban poverty situation in Ahvaz metropolis?

Data and Method

The present applied-theoretical study employed a descriptive-analytical research method. The data was
collected through documentary and survey research. As for documentary research, relevant indicators
were extracted by studying the research background, and the indicators extracted in this part were
examined via survey research. The statistical population in this research is the citizens of Ahvaz, which is
over 1274734 thousand people, and Cochran's formula was also used to extract the statistical sample size
(n=384) with an error rate of 0.05%. A random sampling method was employed to select the participants;
after calculating the sample size, all the districts of Ahvaz were selected as the research sample, and the
questionnaires were randomly distributed and collected among the citizens. According to the population
size and the calculated variance of some essential research variables in the pre-test stage, Cochran's
formula was chosen to estimate the sample size. To answer the research questions, 36 questions in the
dimensions of economic, social-cultural, environmental-geographical factors and managerial-institutional,
physical-infrastructural, and environmental-geographical consequences of these factors on urban poverty
were used prepared in the form of a Likert scale. The validity of the research variables was checked and
confirmed by experts and researchers in the study field of geography and urban planning-sociology. The
reliability of the questionnaire was calculated by Cronbach's alpha method. The Friedman test and
independent t-test were used to measure, analyze, and evaluate the factors affecting urban poverty in the
study area.

Results

The analysis of the questionnaire shows that most of Ahvaz's residents are from poor economic status.
Also, this city's unemployment and marginalization problem is considered a leading factor in creating and
spreading poverty. The results of this research have shown that, in the economic dimension, the lack of
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stable jobs and income, with a mean of 4.09, has the most significant impact. In the sociocultural
dimension, the greatest impact is the lack of participation of women in decision-making and the existence
of social harms (insecurity, theft) with means of 3.08 and 3.05, respectively. Also, in the managerial-
institutional dimension, the most significant influence of urban poverty in the metropolis of Ahvaz is due
to the factor of sanctions, lack of responsibility, lack of supervision, as well as the problems of law and
legislation, all equally and positively and meaningfully with a mean of 3, all equally and positively and
significantly. The urban poverty pattern in terms of physical and infrastructural indicators has been most
affected by the lack of infrastructure for cultural activities and marginalization with means of 3.07 and
3.07, respectively. The last component of the influencing factors on the pattern of urban poverty that is
discussed in this research is the environmental-geographical factor that the items of the situation of
imposed war and the particular and geopolitical situation of the region have the most significant effect on
the existence of urban poverty with means of 4.05 and 3.05 respectively in Ahvaz metropolis. Finally,
most respondents feel different dimensions of urban poverty in the residential area of Ahvaz city. In
general, the analysis of the questionnaire and the existing conditions in the city of Ahvaz proves the
existence of poverty in different dimensions, which requires the diligence and quick and logical planning
of the officials of Ahvaz city and metropolis.

Conclusion

Although the results of this research specifically in the economic, sociocultural, and physical dimensions
with the results that studies such as Azizi et al. The phenomenon of urban poverty has been discussed; it
may be consistent and proportional in some cases and in general. Unlike other studies that have only
focused on spatial analysis, distribution, and analytical analysis of this phenomenon, this study attempted
to comprehensively address the issue of poverty from all economic, social, managerial, and environmental
aspects it is necessary to eliminate poverty that all the factors causing poverty are considered. Also, this
phenomenon is prevented by implementing appropriate policies. In general, it is recommended that
government policies be comprehensive and adopt a set of short-term and long-term approaches to avoid
poverty. This study aims to use a documented and scientific method to find the most critical factors
affecting the emergence of urban poverty in Ahvaz metropolis. Therefore, various experiences and
research were conducted in this field, and indicators were extracted from physical-infrastructural,
economic, social-cultural, managerial-institutional, and environmental components. Finally, by using 36
available indicators, it was investigated the factors affecting the phenomenon of urban poverty in Ahvaz
city.
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