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The purpose of this study is to examine the lived experiences of agricultural workers in the Chardavol
Township about the new world. The present study is a qualitative research that has been done using
an interpretive paradigm and interpretive phenomenological method. The statistical population of the
study includes all villagers active in the agricultural sector in Zanjire Sofla village in Chardavol Township
in llam province. 14 participants were selected by purposive sampling method until theoretical satura-
tion. The semi-structured interview method was used to collect information from participants and Van

Key words: Mannen's (1990) method was used to analyze the data obtained from the semi-structured interviews.
Covid-19 pan- The results showed that a main theme entitled "New World" and 7 sub-themes including new lifestyle, a
demic, Agricultural distinct consumption pattern, the integration and synergy of tensions, understanding the cross-sectional
sector, Lived Expe- : remedial shock, the symmetry of old and new vulnerabilities, socio-protective isolation and low gov-
rience, Chardavol ernment presence and the tendency to counter-value measures and the experience of the new sin is
Township, llam © experienced by the participants.
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Extended Abstract have led to the bankruptcy and dismantling of some of
the oldest businesses and many start-ups, which were a
1. Introduction point of hope for their owners during the difficult and

stressful period of international sanctions. In this study,
uring the COVID-19 crisis and its it is important to pay attention to different aspects of the

rapid spread in Iran and in parallel with impact of the Coronavirus outbreak on the villages and
the preventive and control policies of the the various influences of rural breeders as an important
government, the village and agriculture part of society. Now, considering that people’s experienc-
have also experienced the bitter taste of es of the Coronavirus crisis are individual and specific,

stagnation. The bitterness and failures of control policies with quantitative research, it is not possible to examine

* Corresponding Author:

Masomeh Jamshidi, PhD

Address: Department of Entrepreneurship and Rural Development, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, llam University, llam, Iran.
Tel: +98 (935) 2610042

E-mail: masomeh_jamshidi@yahoo.com



http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.344215.1749 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.344215.1749 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.344215.1749 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.344215.1749 
http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.344215.1749 

Winter 2023. Vol 13. Num 4

different and in-depth aspects of the problem. Therefore,
the study of "living in the new world" through qualitative
study is necessary. Thus, the aim of the present study is
the phenomenological explanation of the lived experienc-
es of agricultural activists in the study area with the New
Corona world in which they currently live. Consequently,
the main issue of the research is "How did the agricultural
activists of the study area experience the New World?"
And "what is their perception of their lived experience in
the new world?"

2. Methodology

The present study is a qualitative study that has been
done using the interpretive paradigm and interpretive
phenomenological method. The statistical population of
the study includes all villagers active in the agricultural
sector in Zanjireh Sofla village of Chardavol Township
in llam province. Fourteen participants were selected by
purposive sampling method until theoretical saturation
was achieved. The semi-structured interview method was

used to collect information from participants. Van Man-

nen's (1977) method was used to analyze the data obtained
from semi-structured interviews. Final credit or respon-
sive credit was used to assess the credibility of the data
obtained from interviews with participants. In this way,
after the participant answered the interview questions,
he was asked: Did he mean what the interviewer under-
stood? The reliability of the data was considered by focus-
ing on the exact stages of the study, research objectives
and questions, and the policy of studying and collecting
field-qualitative data was determined based on it. In this
case, the researchers used a second researcher in the role
of referee and observer in order to evaluate and control
the study path and the interview process and focus on the
objectives and questions.

3. Results

In answer to the main research questions, namely; how
have agricultural activists in the study area experienced
the New World? And what is their perception of their
lived experience in the new world?, using interpretive
phenomenological analysis, a main theme and 7 sub-
themes are mentioned along with a number of supporting
semantic units. It is necessary to explain that the extrac-
tive sub-themes are: new lifestyle, different consumption
patterns, the integration and synergy of stresses, under-
standing the cross-sectional impulses of the solution, the
symmetry of old and new vulnerabilities, socio-protective
isolation and low government presence and tendency for
counter-values and new sin experiences by participants.
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4. Discussion

The findings indicate that the lived experience of the new
lifestyle is due to the spread of COVID-19 disease in the
study area and the implementation of control and preven-
tive policies such as social distancing, quarantine, restric-
tion of human gatherings, online experiences and virtual
communication that are known as the "New World". In
this new world, the participants studied are tangible at the
heart of the problem and understand the semantic units
derived from their lived experience, and finally, introduce
the experience of a new lifestyle in the New Corona world

as the product of their experience. Sarkis et al. (2020) also
talk about a new world in which control measures against
the corona and corona restrictions have led to the creation
of a new lifestyle in the country under study. The find-
ings showed that the second sub-theme experienced by
the participants was a distinct consumption pattern. The
theme follows the participants' household food basket to
shrink and their purchasing power to shrink, experiencing
profound changes in their food consumption and liveli-
hood tastes, and even mysteriously, provoking warnings
that lead to stress and striving for boosting immunity
system; which is most closely related to the presence or
absence of the disease and has achieved new develop-
ments in the consumption taste of the participants. What
is examined in this section is the lived experience of the
participants in the New Corona world, which somehow
tells of the participants' confusion, surrenders, and their

adaptation to the crisis. Workie et al. (2020) in their study
also talked about the decrease in purchasing power and
the compression of the consumer basket, which deter-
mines their consumption pattern.

5. Conclusion

Findings include a main theme called New World and 7
new lifestyle themes, distinct consumption patterns, stress
integration, understanding of cross-sectional impulses of
the solution, symmetry of old vulnerabilities, the socio-
protective isolation and the low presence of the govern-
ment and the tendency to take anti-value measures and
experience new sin. Each of the sub-themes obtained
contains a number of supporting semantic units, which
are mentioned below. Lifestyle themes include the ex-
perience of quarantine and staying at home, limiting hu-
man gatherings and creating socio-physical distances, the
collapse of cultural archetypes associated with mourning
and wedding ceremonies, sensitivity to health at home
and in the place of economic activity, the use of cyber-
space to prepare inputs and sell products (internet mar-
kets), the acceptance of dependence on the Internet and

Jamshidi, M., & Jamshidi, A. The New World: Lived Experience of Agricultural Workers about the Covid-19 Pandemic Crisis. JRR, 13(4), 576-597.




Nournal of ziural lZiesearch

cyberspace / Virtual education and learning and online
and virtual communication experience. The sub-theme
of the distinctive consumption pattern is supported by the
following semantic units: changing the household food
basket, reducing the purchasing power/consumption of
food, changing the food tastes, warnings to strengthen the
immune system and the growth of new consumer tastes.
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