Kavoshnameh in Persian Language and Literature Vol 21, No46, Autumn 2020

Misunderstanding the meaning of ‘Kurd’ in Shahnameh*

Saeid Ebadijamil

Ph.D. student at Shiraz University

Dr. Hossein Bayat *

Assistant professor at Kharazmi University

Abstract

In Ferdowsi’s narration of the myth of Zahhak, Armiyel and Garmiyel go to
his kitchen and save one man from death each day by combining a piece of
young man’s brain with a sheep's brain. The young people saved from death
go to the mountains and meadows with the sheep that the chefs give them.
Ferdowsi concludes that Kurds have originated from these young people.
Some scholars such as Akbar Nahvi, Mustafa Jeyhouni and Timur Malmir
have considered the word Kurd in Shahnameh not in the sense of Kurdish
people but in the sense of shepherd, tent dweller, simpleton, and illiterate. In
this study, after a review of pre and post-Islam texts and the intratextual and
extratextual contexts, the authors have found that four problems including
hasty evaluation, incomplete investigation, incorrect generalization and
disregard for the semantic context of Shahnameh verses have led to the
incorrect understanding of the word ‘Kurd’. This is because, in pre-Islamic
texts as well as the history books of the Islamic period, the word ‘Kurd’ is
recurrently used in the sense of ethnicity and race. Due to the pastoral life of
Kurds, however, some texts have used the word in the sense of shepherd. This
specific usage cannot be generalized to the Shahnameh.

Keywords: Shahnameh, Ferdowsi, Kurd, Ethnicity and race, Pastor, Criticism
on papers.
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