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ABSTRACT

Introduction: Urban branding is a tool for gaining a competitive advantage, increasing domestic investment, and
tourism. In urban branding, it is always tried to create a distinctive and unique image in the minds of the audience by
creating and combining the emotional and functional characteristics of that city.

Research aim: the purpose of this study is to determine the effective components in urban branding for
the city of Parehsar in Guilan province.

Methodology: Methodologically, the research design is an exploratory mix in two stages; In the first stage, in order
to identify the necessary components for achieving urban branding in the form of a paradigm model, was used the
Foundation's data qualitative research method, and in the second stage, the descriptive-survey quantitative method
and structural equations were used to confirm and validate the model. Initially, semi-structured and exploratory
interviews were conducted with 15 academic and executive elites who were purposefully selected based on the
theoretical saturation index and were fully acquainted with the citiy. The statistical population of the quantitative
stage of this research included people or individuals who visited two cities and the number of statistical samples was
384 people for each city separately, with using Cochran's formula. Structural equation modeling using SmartPLS and
SPSS,; software was used to analyze the data and test the research hypotheses.

Studied Areas: The study area is Pareh Sar city in Rezvanshahr city, Gilan province. Parehsar is located in
northern Iran on the southwestern shore of the Caspian Sea between the cities of Anzali and Hashtpar.

Result: Qualitative findings from coding the components of causal factors (capable management characteristics,
market situation and sales centers); Underlying factors (urban geography, tourist attractions); Interfering factors
(religious and doctrinal, existence of appropriate citizenship laws); Strategies (performing an important event (sports,
science, etc.), welfare services, treatment - medicine, culture - education, advertising and information); And has
identified the consequences (quality of services, citizens' treatment of tourists, amount of foreign investment in
related industries and projects) as factors influencing urban branding.

Conclusion: The results showed capable managerial characteristics; existence of appropriate citizenship laws;
Religious and doctrinal conditions; City geography and tourist attractions affect urban branding.
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