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Abstract

Religious thought has enjoyed a special status among Muslim poets of different periods. In a similar
fashion, Abbasid scholars have adopted this poetic approach in line with their religious beliefs.
Husayn b. Zahhak was an Iranian poet from Khurasan, composing poems in Arabic during the first
Abbasid period. His poems are mainly concerned with the influences of Quran, expressing religious
beliefs, and describing concepts such as Ashira, Ahl al-Bayt Ismat-u- taharat (peace be upon
them), drinking toasts, and ghazal-i-muzakkar. The poet, influenced by the events of Karbala, has
expressed sorrow, defiance, devotion, and great honor for Prophet Muhammad’s AA/ al-Bayt. In
fact, Zahhak has thus confirmed the status of Imam Husayn and AA/ al-Bayt. The present study
explores the poet’s religious thought and his passion and devotedness using the content analysis
method. These concepts are vivid and clear, to the extent that the reader truly understands the
realities of the lives of A// al-Bayt and emotionally bonds with the events of “Ashara.
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