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Abstract

Muhammad b. Habib is a third century A.H./ninth century A.D. historian, whose two prominent
works, Al-Munammagq £l ‘Akhbar Quraysh and Al-Muhabbar, are useful sources in the study of the
history of pre-Islamic and Islamic eras.

The present study aims at critically analyzing the author’s opinion and his two great works. The
critical approach towards Ibn Habib (as a Muslim narrator) and his works (as remarkable works in
the history of fahiliyyah and Islam) help us in understanding his methods in the historiography of
Islam.

Research shows that Ibn Habib explores and provides reports from /ahili traditions like Munafirih
and Jar in the history of jahiliyyah. He was especially meticulous in recording the names of people
and their lineages, tools, and animals (like horses). In this regard, Ibn Habib provides reports that
cannot be found elsewhere.

Some of the weaknesses of these two works are a lack of organization and cohesion in compiling
the Reports, as well as a summarized narration. The most important point regarding Ibn Habib’s
historiography is his trustworthiness and his providing the chain of isnad. This is especially true
regarding the history of /ahiliyyah, where most information has been recorded with citations to Ibn
Habib’s own teacher, Ibn Hisham.

Eventually, the writers of this article, based on an analysis of the content of his works, deny the
commonly held belief that Ibn Habib was a Shia Muslim.
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