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Analytical Typology of Royal Amusements of the Seljugs of Iran
(431-590 AH/ 1040-1194 AD)
Soleyman Heidari?/ Reza Derikvandi

Abstract

Saljuqids, as the founders of one of the longest-lasting and most influential dynasties in the history
of Medieval Iran, before gaining power, were tribal warriors under the control of -mostly Turkic
descenad- governments. In this period, not only they were familiar with the entertainments common
among the Turkic tribes, but also undertook some of them appropriately. Saljuqgid’s rise to power in
Iran provided a convenient opportunity for them to enjoy the privileges of power such as pleasure
and entertainment. The present article seeks to identify and analyze the royal entertainment in this
period using the historical method. The results of the research show that the Seljuk leaders and
the courtiers, relying on the three components of power, wealth, and rich Iranian-Islamic culture,
combined their traditional forms of entertainment with already extant Iranian types of entertainment.
They used recreational activities such as hunting, humor, tour, horseracing, polo, and chess to make
people happy. The extent of Saljuqid adaptation of these entertainments was influenced by factors
such as personal interests, the stability or instability of the government, the nature of the types of
entertainment, and their compatibility or contradiction with the social customs and Islamic laws.
Keywords: Saljuqs of Iran, Hunting, Chess, Archery, Polo, Entertainment.
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1. David Durand Guedy, »New Trends in The Political History of Iran Under the Great Saljugs (11th-12th
Centuries)«, History Compass, no. 13, 2015, p. 321.
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5. Willem Floor, Games Persians play (Washington: mage publishers, 2011).
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14. Andrew Peacock, The great Seljuk Empire (Edinburgh: University press, 2015), p. 4; R. W Bulliet,

»Numismatic evidence for the relationship between Tughril and Chagri Bege, in D. K koumjian (ed.), near
eastern numismatics, iconography, epigraphy and history, studies in honor of George C. Miles, (Beirut:
American university of Beirut, 1974), pp. 290-292.
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