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Abstract

1. Introduction

To reconcile literary criticism and philosophy, the great western
philosophers have been trying to find a relationship between
individuals and their social conditions. To do so, they took advantage
of human history. New historicism redefines the relationship between
text and history and by avoiding overgeneralization and foregrounding
supposedly unimportant cultural details neglected by historians and
literary critics. These details can unveil the complex interrelationships
among all discourses and show how miscellaneous narrative
discourses like history, literature, and other cultural products interact
with their own culture (Bressler, 2007, p.255).

Taking advantage of psychology, archeology, history and
philosophy, Foucault studied the genealogy of modern man
overshadowed by power technology. He argues that modernity defines
what it means to be a man and the modern man has no freedom. In
other words, he takes an opposite approach against the traditional and
classical thinkers.
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The Kurds enjoy a very old history replete with its ebbs and flows
and residing mostly in border areas has made their lives undergo more
dramatic challenges. Their folklore and oral literature are enriched by
beliefs, rituals, and custom instilled in their collective unconscious.
The parables and allegories represent the thoughts and mentality
which has turned into common wisdom over time. New historicism
and especially Foucault ideas regarding power and reality have
challenged the traditional beliefs in this regard. Foucault argues that
there is a leverage relationship between reality and discourse and that
the governing systems establish and reinforce it which in turn it will
strengthen and broaden the power effects (Nash, 2010, p. 40). He
questions the universality of truth and believes that it is tainted with
power.

2. Methodology

The present descriptive-analytical research focuses on Foucault's
studies regarding the power and truth in Kurdish parables and tries to
find the relationship between the reality and the governing bodies in
western part of Iran. It indicates that how these parables could be
reread from Foucault's perspective.

3. Discussion

Modernity arose from the old history, but it tried to overthrow its
norms. Previously, power was measured in terms of weapons,
numbers, and machinery, but Foucault presented a new philosophical
definition and perspective regarding power and authority. Proverbs are
part of folklore “through which a moral, social, or economic message
is conveyed” (Shokooh, 2005, p. 211). Parables convey much through
minimalism and many of them express the political and social
discourses. Power is not something to be searched in the power
structure but in “different layers of society” (Zamiran, 2007, p. 211).

Kurdish proverbs are no exception and many of them attest to the
dominant discourse in the Kurdish regions. It is also found that those
in power have distorted reality in their own favor in folklore literature
which is somehow in line with Foucault’s ideas. Based on Foucault's
ideas, in human societies, truth is not something universal, fixed, and
absolute. It is, in essence, a power construct which government try to
disseminate in societies as truth. Kurdish proverbs are no exception
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and indicate that the same power struggle runs through them. This
paper tries to reflect on the relationship between power and reality
through people's reflection on power

Taking advantage of Kurdish proverbs, this research presents six
different notions deeply rooted in dominant class discourse (and not a
true reflection of reality) such as ruling class reality, egocentrism, and
following one’s interests. Disseminating these maxims makes one to
prioritize his own needs before everything which in turn leads to
closed, isolated, introverted, and tribal communities.

Other realities which the ruling class tries to embody and spread
among masses through folklore are succumbing to oppression and
welcoming it, accepting social and moral perversion prevalent among
the ruling classes, accepting the dominant class as superior,
succumbing to one’s impotency against the oppressors, welcoming
seclusion and isolation and refusing all earthly pleasures.

4. Conclusion

It is found that the interrelationship between people and
governments is so deeply rooted that many power based abnormalities
are taken for granted by the masses and consider them as rooted in
reality. It shows that people are unwilling to participate in running
their affairs and as they afraid for their lives, they warn others not to
get involved in government business. Sometimes by justifying the
power as a solid basis, they confess to their own despair and
impotency and are made into accepting it. People take the suffering
and pain as something natural, and as they find their lives endangered
by the governments, they face the dilemma whether to succumb to it
or accept death and annihilation. Most chose the former as the latter
signifies pain and suffering. Attitudes such as the transient material
life, embracing destitute and misery, accepting the governments as
superior power, neglecting masses opinions, and passivity which are
what the governments dictate have found their way in folklores.
Furthermore, it must be mentioned that the way power is established
has a two-way connection with reality. By penetrating into masses
culture, the power tries to instill and legitimize itself. Some of these
components are manifest in Kurdish culture and folklores such as
individualism versus collectivism, prioritizing one's interest over
others, dismantling human values and liberties by totalitarian
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governments, the collapse of social moral codes, and the spread of
some shameful traits such as hypocrisy, pretense, prejudice, injustice,
poverty, cruelty, betrayal, and suppression.
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