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Abstract

Introduction: This study aims to examine the issue of new Ottomanism,
which has become a prominent discourse in the foreign policy of the Turkish
government, by considering historical issues and paying attention to the
evolution of the Turkish government's policy. By reviving the geography of
the empire, new-Ottomanism has attracted the minds and attention of many
scholars and commentators. The claim of new-Ottomanism is controversial
and that is why there are many opinions and interpretations about it.
Crossing national borders and what Sykes-Picot called the nation-state is not
without controversy. Hence, in many studies, considering the geography and
territory of the land that is thought of neo-Ottoman politics; such an
approach has been interpreted in line with the Turkish government's
determination to expand regional and even territorial authority. Concerns are
being raised about the geopolitics of some countries, and Iran is no exception
to this rule. Therefore, numerous interpretations of the policy of new-
Ottomanism and the threat of this policy were written for some countries in
the Middle East, the Caucasus, and the Balkans. It is important to examine
such a policy, given its prominence over the last two decades and the
targeting of various governments, especially Iran.

Research Question: Why are the Turkish political elites inclined to
Ottomanism and how can the impact of this policy on Iran be analyzed?
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Research Hypothesis: Such a policy is a response to Turkey's internal crises
and a ploy to find a solution to Turkey's internal identity crisis and a sign of
the failure of ethnic nationalism (Turkism) rather than a threat to Iran's
territorial integrity and identity.

Methodology (and theoretical framework if there are): The present study by
qualitative method examines the discussion of new-Ottomanism in the
foreign policy of the Turkish government. In this regard, an attempt is made
to offer a different reading of neo-Ottoman politics by considering the two
categories of politics and geography. Also, considering that new-
Ottomanism is a return to the past, historical issues are not neglected in the
present study. The importance of the three components of politics,
geography, and history in the interpretation of new-Ottomanism shows that
research is of a fundamental type and can be proposed in the humanities
framework. The Content was collected and arranged in a library method. To
explain the idea of research, an attempt is made to reflect such a discourse in
Turkish foreign policy, and especially towards Iran, by analyzing the
discourse and re-reading the ideas of the founders of neo-Ottoman policy.
Studying the policies of the political elites of the Turkish government along
with paying attention to the internal conditions and events of this
government in the last few decades, provides the possibility of why neo-
Ottomanism is valid in foreign policy. In this research, the foundations of
Constructivism theory are also used to provide a comprehensive
understanding of new-Ottomanism policy.

Results and Discussion: New-Ottomanism has become an important
discourse in Turkish politics since the AKP came to power. Several
interpretations have been made as to the historical background and purpose
of such a return. Unlike the Young Turks and the Republic of Turkey, new-
Ottomanism insists on geography that is more close to the imperial system, a
system in which a wide range of nationalities, religions, and groups were
ruled by one. Many scholars and commentators have analyzed such a return
in the meaning of the Turkish government's expansion of authority and
geographical influence. So, there is a concern about Iran's geopolitics that
new-Ottomanism policy may affect Iran's geopolitics and some of lIran's
identity geography. In the present study, with the historical reading of new-
Ottomanism, it was argued that new-Ottomanism policy could be considered
more a tactic or solution to resolve Turkey's internal identity crises than a
threat to the territorial integrity and identity of Iran.

Conclusion: Geopolitical idealism under the name of new-Ottomanism
became more important and heated when dissatisfaction with politics and
governance arose in Turkey. The incompatibility of the Turkish Kurds, the
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failure to join the European Union, the coup, the change of political system
from a parliamentary to a presidential one, the Gulen movement, the
tendency towards authoritarianism in domestic politics, and the rise of the
Syrian Kurds, especially in the Syrian crisis and Kurd' resistance against
Daesh (ISIS) which improve the position of the Kurds in northern Syria are
concerns and crises that the Turkish government is aware of.

Therefore, the policy of new-Ottomanism, which comes at the same time as
such crises, seeks to use the capacity of geography and history to deviate
minds from deep internal crises. New-Ottomanism also suggests that the
insistence on Turkish nationalism and ethnocentrism failed to solve the
problem of Turkish identity and that the Turkish Kurds remain a serious
issue for the government. As a result, returning to Ottomanism means
defining everything under geography, including Turks and Kurds. Although
such a policy may face Iran with problems, it cannot create an inherent and
complete threat to Iran's territorial integrity.

Keywords: Iran, Middle East, Constructivism, Nationalis, New-
Ottomanism.
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