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Abstract

Introduction: Understanding the personality traits of political leaders and
their perceptions and ideas on politics is one of the basic issues in the field of
political psychology. How emotional-psychological conditions affect people
on the one hand and structural-situational factors on the other, are the
decisions that have been made and why option "A" was chosen instead of
option "B"? The importance of this matter is that it can provide the basis for
personality analysis, understanding of attitudes and behaviors and relative
predictability of the political sphere. "Operational code™ is one of the useful
and practical techniques for the methodical analysis of political figures and
understanding the psychological nature of their attitudes, beliefs and actions,
the texts of their private or public statements through the study and analysis
of diaries, letters, speeches, notes, interviews and press conferences and
secondary sources or reports of government activity by external observers
such as journalists, historians or political commentators.

The importance of this article is the methodical use of operational code
analysis with the aim of not being satisfied with the psychobiography genre
and examining the psychological characteristics of the individual while
paying attention to the situation. The main discussion in related to
operational code analysis reflects this cognitivist proposition that beliefs as
"mental representation of reality” are important in explaining global politics
in various ways, which are not considered in neorealist, neoliberal, and
constructivist theories. While leaders can act to change the balance of power,
domestic and international institutions and cultural norms in the long term.
The nature of cognitive theories differs from rational choice models and
structural theories of foreign policy regarding the role of beliefs as causal
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mechanisms. Instead of passively reflecting the reality, they examine the
leaders' decisions by shaping the leaders' perception of the reality and act as
cognitive and motivational bias mechanisms that distort and block the
information, slows down or recasts incoming information received from the
environment. This role for beliefs is especially notable when the
environment is uncertain, that is, when information is scarce, ambiguous,
contradictory, or so abundant that it is difficult for leaders to organize and
process. Also, when new information conflicts with the leader's prior beliefs
based on old information, stereotypes, or other cognitive biases associated
with threats to self-interest, or when triggered by strong emotions such as
fear, anger, shame, hatred. In this paper, while introducing the operational
code analysis method, its dimensions and analytical nature in relation to
Putin's personality will be examined and criticized.

Research Question: The main question of this paper is how Putin
understands the nature of politics and what does he know, what does he feel
and what does he want about the exercise of power in Political affairs? The
main idea is how beliefs interact with "mental representations of reality" and
enable decision-making processes by shaping leaders' perceptions. In this
paper, while introducing the operational code analysis method, its
dimensions and analytical nature in relation to the personality of Vladimir
Vladimirovich Putin will be examined and criticized in the form of
understanding his philosophical and instrumental beliefs.

Methodology (and theoretical framework if there are): An operational code
analysis method for analyzing Putin's personality using a "complete and
verbatim file of public conversations", including speeches and interviews,
classifications of statements concludes that Putin's beliefs are issue-specific
and shows that a combination of competing on some issues and participation
in others is consistent with his diverse operating code. In fact, Putin reflects
"the traditional and instinctive feeling of Russian insecurity” and the
philosophical origins of Putinism, however diverse they may be, are all
based on two pillars: the idea of empire and the justification of war. His
operational code indicates that he will mimic his environment like a
chameleon.

Results and Discussion: Putin cannot be expected to act in a normative
manner when those involved with him do not. Putin will reciprocate "bad"
and "good" behavior, and the failure of cooperation is likely to be bitter and
long-lasting. One aspect of Putin's behavior that seems to be an integral part
of his self-image is his emphasis on predictability. Putin operates on the
assumption that forecasting is a two-way street. You cannot be unpredictable
and instead expect the world to be predictable. This is consistent with Putin's
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central philosophical belief in the "duality" of political life: predictable and
coordinated when it is orderly, arbitrary and ruthless when it is not. Putin
focuses on "Historical Russia" as the basic legitimacy of his political
authority (charismatic and historical legitimacy). He clearly identifies and
then defends an official historical narrative that promotes ethno-centrism in
relation to the concept of state and civilization (triad of nation, state and
civilization). The need for continuity, stability and order and avoiding
"ontological insecurity" and "ontological anxiety" related to displacement,
trauma and tragedy are the main drivers of Putinism. Putin avoids appeals to
ideology and is by no means a revolutionary, preferring, as we can see, the
flexibility of a pragmatic approach. During his time, Russia has become a
country that has been called "lone power". Russia has no real allies and has
damaged its most important link, Germany. According to Russia's official
discourse and according to foreign policy practice, Putin's strategic goals
seem to be twofold: First, Putin insists that Russia be recognized as an
independent strategic and autonomous actor in the international system.
Second, Russia seeks to preserve its exceptional identity as a great power
and its status, honor, respect, prestige and equality, which makes it possible
to achieve the first and the most important goals which are internal stability,
the status quo of the elites and the continuation of Putin's power in Russia.
Like all human beings, Putin is a complex actor who operates in an
ambiguous and unpredictable situation. Furthermore, our data support the
interpretation of Putin as an opportunist rather than a grand strategist.
Conclusion: The operational code analysis method is one of the most widely
used techniques for understanding and systematically analyzing the nature of
political personality and understanding their attitudes, beliefs and actions by
paying attention to the psychological characteristics of people and at the
same time paying attention to the situation. The findings of the research
show that Putin should be seen as an opportunist and not a great strategist,
that although he is good at designing tactics, there is no strategy in between
and he cannot be successful in the long run.

Keywords: Personality, Political Psychology, Operational Code, Vladimir
Putin, Philosophical Beliefs.
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