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The phenomenon of political violence is one of those socio-political diseases that disrupts
the order of the society and is always the concern of politicians. One of the most
important functions of any political system is to eliminate or reduce violence in everyday
life and socio-political relations. In this article, political violence means the degree of
willingness to express objective violence with political motivation by citizens against the
government. Protests such as protests against the increase in gasoline prices, gatherings of
retirees and the high level of verbal and physical violence show the importance of the
issue in Guilan province. On the other hand, the strong presence of young people in
protest crowds in past periods shows the research on this important issue; What role do
variables such as hope for the future, feeling of deprivation and feeling of discrimination
play in the changes? This article is aimed to investigate the relationship between the
mental beliefs of young people and their external actions and is aimed to investigate the
tendency of 18 to 29-year-old youth in Rasht city to political violence and to emphasize
the occurrence and emergence of violent behavior and its intensity. In order to formulate
the theoretical framework of the research, Gurr's and Johnson's value-system theories
have been used.

Research method

The data of the article was obtained using quantitative method, survey technique and
questionnaire tool. The statistical population of the research is all young people aged 18-
29 in Rasht city, which is based on the last census of 146,754 and was collected using
random sampling and multi-stage cluster method in 55 neighborhoods of Rasht city.
Cochran's formula was used to determine the statistical sample size of this research and a
total of 384 samples were selected from men and women and the collected data was
analyzed using spss software. In this research, formal validity method has been used to
ensure validity. After reviewing the questionnaire and verifying its validity to measure the
reliability of the constructed scale, the desired items were prepared in the form of a
questionnaire and randomly distributed among 30 young people between the ages of 18
and 29 in the city of Rasht, and then the Cronbach's alpha coefficient of the items was It
was calculated through spss software that the results show that the Cronbach's alpha
coefficient of all research variables is more than 0.7, so it can be concluded that the
questions of the questionnaire have good reliability.
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Results and Discussion

The first hypothesis of the research is: There is a significant relationship between the
feeling of discrimination and political violence.

There is a significant relationship between the feeling of discrimination and political
violence at the 95% confidence level. Also, the Pearson correlation coefficient (0.181)
shows that the relationship between the feeling of discrimination and direct political
violence and its intensity is low. In other words, the more people feel discrimination, the
more political violence increases in them and vice versa.

The second hypothesis is: There is a significant relationship between dissatisfaction with
life and political violence. Therefore, it can be seen that there is no significant relationship
between dissatisfaction with life and political violence at the 95% confidence level, and
the second hypothesis of the research is not accepted. The third hypothesis is: There is a
significant relationship between the use of media and political violence.

There is a significant relationship between the use of media and political violence at the 95%
confidence level. Also, the Pearson correlation coefficient (0.297) shows that the relationship
between the media and direct political violence and its intensity is moderate. In other words,
the use of media in society can fuel political violence. The fourth hypothesis is: There is a
significant relationship between political awareness and political violence.

There is a significant relationship between political awareness and political violence at the
95% confidence level. Also, the Pearson correlation coefficient (0.282) shows that the
relationship between political awareness and direct political violence and its intensity is
moderate. In other words, the occurrence of political violence by young people is related
to their awareness of various political issues.

The fifth hypothesis is: There is a significant relationship between the concentration of
power and political violence. There is no significant relationship between the
concentration of power and political violence at the 95% confidence level, and the fifth
hypothesis of the research is not accepted.

The sixth hypothesis is: There is a significant relationship between socio-economic base
and political violence. It can be seen that at the 95% confidence level, there is a
significant relationship between the socio-economic base of people and the expression of
political violence. Also, Pearson's correlation coefficient (-0.174) shows that the
relationship between socio-economic base and political violence is inverse and its
intensity is weak. In other words, the more people have a weaker socio-economic base,
the more they will tend to political violence and vice versa.

The seventh hypothesis is: There is a significant relationship between accelerating factors
and political violence. There is a significant relationship between accelerating factors and
political violence at the 95% confidence level. Also, the Pearson correlation coefficient
(0.458) shows that the relationship between accelerating factors and direct political
violence and its intensity is moderate. In other words, the more accelerating factors there
are in the society, the more political violence occurs from the youth.

The eighth hypothesis is: There is a significant relationship between legitimacy crisis and
political violence. There is no significant relationship between legitimacy crisis and
political violence at the 95% confidence level, and the eighth hypothesis of the research is
not accepted.

The ninth hypothesis is: There is a significant relationship between Iran's regional policies
and political violence. There is no significant relationship between value changes in the
environment and political violence at the 95% confidence level, and the ninth hypothesis
of the research is not accepted.

The tenth hypothesis is: there is a significant relationship between the displacement of
values and political violence. There is a significant relationship between the displacement
of values and political violence at the 95% confidence level. Also, Pearson's correlation
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coefficient (0.361) shows that the relationship between value displacement and direct
political violence and its intensity is moderate.

The eleventh hypothesis is: There is a significant relationship between religiosity and
political violence.

There is no significant relationship between religiosity and political violence at the 95%
confidence level, and the 11th hypothesis of the research is not accepted.

Also, using multivariate regression, the effect of the sum of independent variables on the
dependent variable was investigated simultaneously. Since the value of the significance
level (Sig) is less than 0.05 (0.000), then the linearity of the relationship between the
independent variables of the research with the tendency to political violence is confirmed
at the 95% confidence level.

The results show that the coefficient of determination obtained is about 31%. This means
that about 31% of the changes in the variable of youth's tendency to political violence are
explained through the independent variables of the research.

The cor_re_lation The cog:ﬁuent Adjusted co_effi«_:ient of Standa_rd error of
coefficient determination determination estimation
-0 ¥V -[ya¥ «[fey

Since, in the regression test, the significance level (sig) of the variables of media use,
accelerating factors, value changes in the environment and displacement of values is less
than 5%, so it can be concluded that In the final model of the research, the variables of
media use, accelerating factors, value changes in the environment and the displacement of
values have a significant effect on the tendency of young people to engage in political
violence, and since the beta coefficients of these variables are positive except for value
changes in the environment Therefore, it can be seen that the influence of significant
variables on political violence is positive and direct.

The results of the multiple regression test showed that the use of the media, accelerating
factors, value changes in the environment and displacement of values have a significant
effect on political violence. Therefore, in the next step, path analysis is used to determine
the indirect effects of other variables. For this purpose, the influence of other variables on
the media, accelerating factors, value changes in the environment and displacement of
values are investigated.

In this way, first, the effect of the variables of feeling of discrimination, dissatisfaction
with life, political awareness, concentration of power, crisis of legitimacy, religiosity and
socio-economic base on political violence was investigated through multiple regression
and it was determined that feeling of discrimination and dissatisfaction with life
significantly Positive and significant political awareness and negative and significant
impact on political violence.

The analysis of the path of this research shows that political violence is directly
influenced by the use of media (0.116), accelerating factors (0.339), value changes in the
environment (-0.190) and displacement of values (285). /0) is located. In the indirect way,
the feeling of discrimination due to the use of media, accelerating factors, value changes
in the environment and displacement of values has an effect of 0.169 on the tendency to
political violence. Dissatisfaction with life due to the use of media, accelerating factors
and displacement of values has an effect of 0.087 on political violence. Political
awareness through the use of media and value changes in the environment has a 0.006
effect on political violence, which is very insignificant and small. The concentration of
power has an effect on political violence by accelerating factors, value changes in the
environment, and displacement of values to the extent of 0.002.

Legitimacy crisis affects political violence by 0.083 due to displacement of values and finally
religiosity affects political violence by displacement of values by 0.051. Based on this, in terms
of direct effect, the variable of accelerating factors with a path coefficient value of 0.339 and in
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terms of indirect effect, the feeling of discrimination with a path coefficient of 0.169 have the
greatest impact on political violence compared to other paths.

Conclusion

The findings showed that dissatisfaction with life does not directly affect political
violence. In other words, if people are dissatisfied with their quality of life, they always
try to solve the problems and do not express this dissatisfaction in the form of political
activism. But dissatisfaction with life, if it is accompanied by other factors, can also lead
to political violence; But dissatisfaction with life due to the use of various types of media,
accelerating factors and displacement in values can strengthen people’s sense of political
violence.

So, if the media attribute the unfavorable quality of life of the people in the society to the
decisions and behaviors of the rulers, and the news and events are reflected in such a way
that the poor life of the citizens compared to many societies is the product of inefficient
structures and weak managers, in this case Dissatisfaction in society can lead to a sense of
violence and hatred towards adopted policies. Existence of accelerating factors such as
lack of effort to solve people's livelihood problems, lack of proper management and
prevention before the crisis or inappropriate speeches and statements issued by some
officials in a situation where people are not satisfied with their lives. It can lead to the
desire to express political violence in different strata’s of the society.

Another result obtained was that the media plays a role in the tendency of political
violence to occur. However, the mere presence of multiple media available to different
strata of society cannot be the cause of strengthening and emergence of political violence;
Rather, what is presented to the audience in the media as news content can direct the
minds of these audiences in order to develop an interest in the concept of political
violence and ultimately lead to the activism of society members towards political
positions. The level of people's awareness of political issues is also one of the factors that
can lead to political violence; Of course, the role of political awareness in political
violence will be effective when the media plays the role of intermediary. Due to the youth
of the population, which brings with it the accumulation of various demands, the city of
Rasht has been associated with not receiving suitable answers for various reasons. The
obtained data showed that the feeling of discrimination is strong among the youth of
Rasht city, the abandonment of the youth and the lack of attention to them, which has led
to poverty and unemployment, especially among the educated, will replace any other type
of act. Also, the lack of civil and social freedoms and the reduction of political
participation, along with the feeling of discrimination, causes aggression and violent
actions in the future.

Keywords: Political Violence, Youth, Rasht, Relative Deprivation, Value of the
System.
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