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Urdu, the national language of the Pakistani people, inherits a valuable literary heritage in
which women also play a major role. After the emergence of women's movements in the
West and its transfer to Asian countries, the pursuit of social demands and the realization of
women's rights in Eastern patriarchal societies became one of the main concerns of educated
women in these countries. In Pakistan subsequent movements in the same direction were
formed, which deepened and expanded after the independence of this country. Urdu
speaking women poets and writers have collaborated with women's movements, using
influential literary tools to achieve the social ideals of the women's movement, and creating
works in the field of poetry and prose that can be called women's literature or writing. This
descriptive-analytical study has tried to analyze the historical context of the formation of
women's movements and the connection of Urdu literature with these movements in order to
examine the evolution of women's writing in various historical periods. The results of the
research show that throughout the history of the subcontinent, many women have created
and produced literary works, but the reflection of women's specific issues, especially in the
field of their social rights, dates back to the mid-nineteenth century. Despite this, literary
activities for the production of women's writing have grown, expanded and deepened since
the independence of Pakistan and have introduced great poets and writers to the world of
literature such as Kishwar Nahid, Fahmideh Riyadh, Ada Jafri, Parvin Shakir, etc.
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“Movement A term commonly applied to a trend or development in

literature. The Pleiade (qg.v.), for instance, by dint of their innovations in
poetry constituted a movement. (Cuddon 405)
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“Movement the, A term applied to a tendency rather than a movement
which A became apparent in the word of a number of British poet in the
1950s. It was a tendency towards traditionalism in form and also towards
empiricism. Some of the main poets associated with the so-called Movement
were Kingsley Amis, Donald Davie, Thom Gunn, Elizabeth Jennings, Philip

Larkin and John Wain. A representative selection of their work was
published in Robert Conquest’s anthology New Lines (1956). (Cuddon 405)
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