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Description of the shrine and servants of the eighth Imam (pbuh) in Razavi
praises of the Safavid period
Dr. Fatemeh Taslim Jahromi*

Abstract

Persian poems are important from a cultural and sociological point of view, along
with literary influence and message delivery. Due to the formalization of Shia
religion from the Safavid period, this government took advantage of the existence of
the Razavi court in Iran to expand its religious policies and encouraged poets to
write religious praises. The poets of this period, in addition to praising the eighth
Imam(pbuh), have also reflected the social situation, buildings and customs of the
time, which is important from the point of view of the history of the development of
Shia in Persian literature. In Razavi's praises during the Safavid period, some
qualities of the shrine of the eighth Imam(pbuh) are mentioned, such as: tiling,
perfumes, lighting of the shrine, various services of the shrine of Razavi, etc., which
are in accordance with historical documents. Among them, the most content of
Razavi's praises is about the brightness and fragrance of the Holy Shrine, which is
completely consistent with the intention of the founders and the number of Razavi's
dedication letters to allocate these two things in the 10th to 12th centuries. The
quality of the pilgrimage and the description of the pilgrims and the shrine of
Razavi during this period are reflected in the praises of Razavi by Saeb Tabrizi and
Ashraf Mazandarani. In spite of these references, the poets of this period paid more
attention to generalities along with imagination and imagery in composing these
poems, and there are less detailed descriptions about Razavi's shrine in their poems.
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