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1. Introduction

One of the characteristics of mystical concepts is their being difficult.
These difficult and complex concepts do not fit in the language
container, therefore, to be expressed and conveyed. It is necessary to
use language in an artistic and conscious way so that such concepts
are included in the language container and the audience has the ability
to understand that knowledge. Sheikh Ahmad Jam Namiqi is one of
the mystics of the first half of the 6th century. In his works, among the
rhetorical tricks, he has frequently used parables to express his
mystical and moral teachings more easily. Ahmed Jam's allegories are
mostly descriptive, short, and in the form of "allegory*. In the works
of Sheikh Jam, allegory means comparing one thing to another, or a
reasonable conceptual allegory in a tangible way. Since most of
Sheikh Jam's audience were ordinary people and the middle class of
the society, he was aware of the importance of allegory in teaching
and conveying his desired concepts to this group of audiences, and he
always tried to choose his allegory from the fields of life and everyday
and familiar affairs for the audience. In this way, esoteric experiences
and mystical concepts become simpler and more understandable.

2. Methodology

This research is based on a descriptive-analytical method and using
library sources. In this research, allegories taken from the realm of life
in the prose works of Sheikh Ahmad Jam Namiqi - Onas al-Ta'been,
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Rozahat al-Muzbin, Kenuzal-Hikma, Miftah al-Nijat, Siraj al-Saerin
and Bihar al-Hagigah - have been studied and analyzed in order to
find out the origin and areas of these allegories and how the examples
and mystical concepts are related. In this research, an attempt has been
made to answer the following questions: from which areas of life and
familiar affairs has Sheikh Jam adapted his allegories? How did he
create a relevance between examples and concepts in these allegories?

3. Discussion

Allegory plays an important role in explaining and simplifying the
mystical teachings of Ahmad Jam. Most of the audiences of Sheikh
Jam's gatherings and works were ordinary people, therefore, he was
aware of the importance of allegory in teaching and conveying his
desired concepts to this category of audience. He has always tried to
choose his allegories from the fields of life and everyday and familiar
affairs for the audience, so that his speech becomes simpler and
understandable. We have divided the allegories that emerged around
the different realms of life in Ahmed Jam's works into several
categories, including workers, human appearance, politics, plants,
animals, alchemy, astronomy, sea, and fire. In the allegories derived
from proffesions, Ahmad Jam tried to choose the similarity between a
sensible and logical thing based on social rituals and customs.
Similarities such as need and social class, hard work, light and
lighting. (Jam Namiqi, 1974, P. 213). Allegories derived from human
appearance are non-narrative. That is, on one side, an idea is
expressed, and on the other side, an image is presented that is
equivalent to that idea. Ahmed Jam has usually used this type of
allegory to express simple and clear concepts, so that in addition to
the beauty of the words, it also makes it more effective and
influential. (Jam Namiqi, 1974, P. 154). In the allegories originating
from the field of politics, it is similar to the tangible contexts of the
pillars of political government such as Sultan and Emir, city and
tributary, subjects, gatekeepers, army, etc. These types of allegories
are diverse and extensive in Ahmed Jam's works, and various topics
such as knowledge, love, affection and reason are explained with the
help of this realm. The allegory of Sultan and its synonyms have been
repeatedly used to describe mystical concepts in Sheikh Jam's works.
Sultan and its synonyms were chosen because of the relationship and
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devotion that Sheikh had to the court and Sultan Sanjar. This
devotion led to the preservation and dissemination of Sheikh's works
and doubled his authority and social status, as well as the number of
his disciples (Madani, 2014, P. 82). In the allegories created in the
field of plants, Ahmed Jam has chosen the elements of his allegories
from agricultural affairs and according to the social class of his
audience because most of them were farmers. The lexical root of the
word has been considered in these parables as well (Jam Namiqi,
1389, P. 111) To explain and describe the importance of struggle and
self-cultivation, Sheikh Jam took his similes from the realm of
animals to make the audience understand that just as unruly animals
such as horses and dogs can be tamed by training and austerity, the
human soul can also be tamed by abstinence and education. Alchemy
is one of the other commonly used allegories in the works of Sheikh
Jam which is used to exemplify topics such as knowledge, affection,
love, esoteric science, good intentions, etc. Ahmad Jam has explained
the ultimate goal of his mysticism, which is to reach knowledge by
relying on the sun and its light. Allegories originating from the realm
of the sea are used to describe the concepts of the greatness of love
and the destructiveness of love.

According to his mystical profession, Ahmed Jam has used the
allegory of fire many times to explain and make the concept of love
tangible. In his thought, fire has opposite functions: the positive
aspect is used to express lofty concepts such as knowledge, love,
passion, etc., and the negative aspect is used to explain low and
humble topics such as greed, envy, pride, etc.

4. Conclusion

Among the various methods of rhetoric, Ahmad Jam considered the
allegorical method to be the most suitable tool for conveying his
mystical concepts and teachings. The classification of allegories
arising from the realm of life in Sheikh Jam's works shows that
allegories are manifested in different spheres of life. Using allegory
from different realms of life has made his words more beautiful and
penetrating, as well as easier to transmit mystical concepts. Due to
the fact that most of Ahmad Jam's audience were from the ordinary
and middle class of the society, he tried to choose his allegories from
everyday, familiar affairs and normal experiences with an awareness
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of the audience level of understanding. By choosing areas such as
profession, human appearance, politics, plants, animals, etc., and by
using the main elements of allegory and its essentials, and creating a
suitable link between examples and concepts, he has been able to
make his thoughts on various mystical topics tangible, understandable
and argumentative. The link between examples and concepts are
either based on Ahmad Jam's Quranic and Shariat-warzi mentality, or
it is rooted in his relationships and devotion with the courtiers. In
some allegories, the link between the example and the concept is
formed based on rituals, customs and social class.

Keywords: Sheikh Ahmad Jam, Allegory, Realms of life.
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