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Fashion Semiology based on Roland Barthes’ Theory of Layered
Semiotics

Maryam Molazadeh!

Abstract

According to Roland Barthes, every narrative is interwoven with multiple codes and
the reader has a central role in decoding signs and creating meaning. This article deals
with the semiotics of fashion theories using Barthes’ layered analysis approach. In this
approach, textual analysis is done by using five codes, that is, hermeneutic code or
question code, proairetic or action code, semantic code, symbolic code, and cultural
code. The present research is developmental and applied in its goal and descriptive-
analytical in methodology. The research aims at decoding the meaning hidden in
fashion theories to provide a clearer view of fashion products, especially clothes to
researchers, producers, designers, and fashion consumers. The findings show that the
fashion system is a writerly text and all five types of codes are in it. The connection
of these codes leads to the formation of economic, social, and environmental harmful
effects, and therefore, this research emphasizes the necessity of the formation of a
sustainable fashion system.
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