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Available Online: December 22, 2022§ about mystical subjects from the narrative point of view with two propositional-
: explanatory and narrative aspects and from the discourse point of view by
modeling and legitimizing mystical subjects. Of course, in spite of sharing in the
literary genre or following the common narrative tradition, the construction of
the narrative and discourse of the memoirs differs from the concept of identity-
class according to the author-narrators' special perception. In this article, the
authors-narrators of the two mystical collective biographies, the classes of
Ansari Sufism and the biography of Attar's saints, are defined and interpreted
from the concept of identity-class and the epistemological and ideological
underpinnings that organize them. The result shows that the author-narrator of
the Sufi classes, following the tradition of collecting hadith and emphasizing the
X ; i ¢ rigid reality in explaining the identity-class of the subjects of his representation,
Mystical biographies, Tabagat Al-: . . . .
soufiye, Tazkirat Al-Awliya, : rellgd more o_n .the pr.e—establlshed elements of their |denF|ty, it has_l_arge!y
Identity, Class, Lifestyle avoided explaining a lifestyle based on taste and consumption. In addition, in
: the continuity of the text, it devotes a considerable part of the textual space to
the explanation of mystical concepts or prayers. In contrast to the author-narrator
of Tazkereh al-Awliya, according to the tendency to romantic and reckless
mysticism, attachment to madness is made with full openness, aspects of the
elements that make up taste and consumption of subjects such as speech,
nutrition, clothing, worship and rituals, represents relationships and assets.
However, Ansari's conception of the concept of identity-class, in line with the
old tradition of refusing to represent the individual and his body, has
disappeared; the representation of subjects serves to explain mystical concepts,
while Attar's writing serves to typify romantic mysticism by expanding the
tradition of memaoir writing, an act that often reveals aspects of the subjects' daily
lives.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

Islamic historiography was born in the tradition
of collecting hadith and was faithful to that
tradition from the point of view of methodology
and the way of dealing with reality, including
the representation of events and the identity of
characters. In Islamic historiography, the
description of the life and circumstances of the
personalities from different sects and sects are
written under titles such as biographies,
translations, authorities, genealogies, class, and
biography. The foundation for the emergence
and growth of class and biography writing was
the prophetic tradition and tradition, which
Islamic scholars had prevented from distorting
and falsifying prophetic hadiths in the early
centuries. Later, the owners of other sciences
such as theology, jurisprudence, etc., wrote
books with the discipline of the Muhaddithians'
classification. Tabagat is the oldest method of
dividing time that Muslim historians used. This
was actually the logical result of dividing the
records of the hadith narrators of the Prophet
into companions and followers, which was
formed at the end of the second century of Hijri
and developed in the following centuries
(Rosenthal, 1365: 11).

Tabaqat books are divided into three categories
based on the style of writing: a) Books that
categorize the classes by mentioning the class
number at the beginning, and then mention the
characters in alphabetical order, and under each
name, their class number is also mentioned. The
leading book in this style is the book of Al-
Karam al-Tahdhib by Ibn Hajar Asqalani (773-
852) Books that are organized based on
classification and according to different criteria
that their owners have in the classification, and
under each category, the names of the narrators
and muhaddiths of that category are listed. The
book Tabagat of Khalifa bin Khayyat (240 AH)
is one of these categories. c) In the third
category, a character is placed as a central
character in each category, and only the
students of that central character are mentioned.

460) is included in this category (Safari
Forushani, 1379: 41-42).

From another point of view, biography can be
divided into two general categories: biography
and nomenclature. Biography introduces
specific people and nomenclature represents the
biographical data of people of a group with
different settings (Robinson, 2012: 129). As a
form of Islamic historiography, mystical
writing can be divided into two categories,
individual and collective, from the point of
view of the degree of inclusion of the subject of
discussion.  biography individual deals
exclusively with the life of a Sufi or mystic. But
the collective reminder about the life of a large
number of mystics or mystics. Among the
examples of mystical collective biography, we
can mention the biography of Tabagat al-Sufiya
Salmi and Khwaja Abdullah Ansari, Haliya al-
Awliya Abu Naim Esfahani, Attar al-Awliya
tazkira and Nafahat Alans Jami.

2- Methods:
In the ancient world, the class of Sufis and

mystics has been active in different ways by
choosing social and cultural patterns specific to
their class and built their own identity and class.
In classical mystical literature, biography
narratives represent a major part of the actions
of mystical subjects. The construction of the
class of mystical subjects, in addition to the
discourse positioning between mystical sects, is
a type of modeling that is organized according
to the sectarian and ideological affiliations of
the authors-narrators of biography. Of course,
the structure of their narration and
representation in this discursive stance is tied to
their understanding of the concept of identity-
class at that time. In this research, the author-
narrators of two mystical collective Biography
namely "Tabagat al-Sufiya" and "Tazkarat al-
Awliya" have been interpreted and interpreted
from the concept of class-identity and its role in
constructing the subject's identity.
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3- FIndings:
In the collective biography writing tradition of

Iranian-Islamic mysticism, according to the
distinctive perception of the author-narrators of
biography from the concept of identity-class, as
well as the epistemicsupports of their creators,
two narrative-discursive  systems  of
representing the identity of mystical subjects
have been organized, which can be he
considered each of the books of Tabagat-ul-
Sufiyyah of Khwaja Abdullah Ansari and
Tadzirah-ul-Awliya Attar as representatives of
those two systems.

4- Conclusion:
The author of Tabagat Sufiyyah in creating the

identity-tabagah of subjects includes things
such as name, father's name, teachers, students,
city, nickname, religion, job, death and such
things directly. And the short report deals in
such a way that at least the introduction of some
topics does not go beyond one line to one
paragraph and mainly there is no news about
the daily life style of the subjects. On the other
hand, the same author-narrator, in the
continuity of the narrative of the text,
sometimes devotes a lot of space to the
explanation of mystical terms and concepts, as
well as citations aligned with those concepts.
Such an understanding of the concept of class
identity in the centrality and narration of
Khwaja Abdullah Ansari can be seen as a result
of adherence to the tradition of collecting
hadith, which is the basis of Islamic
historiography, including mystical biography
writing. A tradition that, based on its beliefs,
was very interested in telling the truth; Based
on this, he preferred a brief and detailed report
over any kind of marginalization. On the other
hand, it is in harmony with the epistemological-
social paradigm of the classical world, which

generally avoided representing the
individuality of subjects and the actions and
situations attributed to their bodies.

On the other hand, the author of the narrator of
Tazkira al-Awliya, in a unique way that has not
found a follower in his own kind, calls them on
the threshold of the narrative representation of
each subject of representation with a powerful
language that includes several addresses and
names. Then, in the continuation of the
narrative, by allocating several pages to each of
the subjects, the details of their lifestyles are
displayed based on identity-building elements
such as clothing, nutrition, speech, worship and
rituals, as well as belongings. Looking at Attar's
representation of the lifestyle of mystical
subjects, while one can indirectly distinguish
between the two classes of ascetic-ascetic and
mystic-lover based on their austerity or
distinctive taste and consumption, in general,
the type of art-making, author- The narrator has
also realized that based on the epistemology of
romantic mysticism, artificial madness and the
resulting fraud, he shamelessly talks about the
details of the subjects' lives and the liberation
related to it.
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