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: Abstract

: New platforms provide a unique context for the creation and continuation of
¢ modern and neoliberal femininity and motherhood discourses. in order to discuss
: about what is the discourse of neoliberal feminism and its basic principles, first
: in the theoretical literature, we answer to this question that what is the discourse
: of neoliberal feminism. The results of the text mining of 100 published articles

focusing on neoliberal feminism, using VOS viewer software version 1.6.16,
: show that the concept of neoliberal feminism With Concepts such as feminism,
: neoliberalism, work, motherhood, individualism and etc. are linked. In this

¢ article first, we will answer the question that “How is Iranian women's femininity
: and motherhood represented on Instagram?” then we answer to this question that
: "can we find evidence of neoliberal feminism in Iranian women's Instagram
: pages? In this regard, we have used combined methods, including Qualitative
: meta-analysis and visual discourse analysis. in the first stage of the research,
: based on the meta - analysis of the researches, we will answer first question. In
: this stagel? studies that were most related to the topic of femininity and
¢ motherhood on Instagram were analyzed. in the second phase of the research, by
: using the visual discourse analysis, 200 images from 10 Instagram pages of
: Iranian women influencers are studied to provide more findings to claim the
: research. Six sub-themes resulting from discourse analysis, including "daily

9% 9

: physical care”,” personal choice", "individual progress", "market logic",
: "consumerism™ and "happy family" indicate the emergence of neoliberal
: feminism in Iranian women's Instagram pages.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

New feminism is a current that has spread in
popular culture and media. Banet — Weiser called
this new feminism" popular feminism". According
to him, popular feminism, which is also called
celebrity feminism, refers to the functions and
conditions for the general public, from campaign
organization to  product promotion. The
characteristic of popular feminism is its visibility,
examples of which appear on television, movies,
social media, and the body. Social and digital media
have been the most obvious platforms for the
emergence of feminism. Being seen in this digital
context is intricately related to contemporary
political economy and the structural logic of
capitalist accumulation. Therefore, the new
feminism in some ways relies on “platform
capitalism”. New feminism has found its greatest
popularity in messages related to self-improvement,
self-love, and self-care, which can be seen in social
media and corporate campaigns. Rottenberg (2018)
coined the term "neoliberal feminism™ to refer to the
recent feminism popularized in popular culture and
media. He believes that the popular feminism that
Banet-Weiser refers to is currently largely
recognized by the individualistic feminism of
neoliberal consumer culture. Rottenberg emphasizes
the entanglement of feminism with neoliberalism
and that recent feminism or neoliberal feminism is
dependent on media forms and organizations as well
as neoliberal capitalism. In his opinion, this
feminism does not challenge the hegemony of
neoliberal capitalism and the media platforms
aligned with it; Rather, it helps to normalize and
popularize it. He also argues that the prominence of
motherhood in new feminism was also in line with
the confirmation of the hegemony of neoliberal
capitalism. If the image of women's motherhood is
highlighted, it is not because motherhood is
important in itself; Rather, it is important because it
works in line with the interests of capitalism. New
platforms and social media, in a special way,
provide a unique context for the creation, expansion
and continuation of modern and neoliberal
discourses of femininity and motherhood through
digital, visual and social platforms. Such discourses
have the power to flow continuously and with
surprising frequency and intensity and resonate in
women's lives. Visualization of everyday life has
facilitated the representation of various dimensions
of femininity; But it represents superwomen and
super mothers which may not be like this in their real
life.

The results of the text mining of 100 published
English articles focusing on neoliberal feminism,
which was carried out by the authors of this article
using VOS viewer software version 1.6.16 and the
visualizing the density based clustering, shows that
the concept of neoliberal feminism With Concepts
such as feminism, neoliberalism, work, motherhood,

middle class women, representation, popular
culture, competition, self-confidence, choice,
empowerment, inequality, subjectivity,

consumption, awareness, individualization and
activism are linked. Since the concept of "neoliberal
feminism" is a new concept in feminist literature, in
this article we try to discuss what is the discourse of
neoliberal feminism and its basic principles, and in
the first stage of the research, we will answer the
question that “How is lranian women's femininity
and motherhood represented on Instagram?” then
we answer to this question that "can we find
evidence of neoliberal feminism in Iranian women's
Instagram pages?

2- Methods:

Combined methods help the researcher approach a
single subject from two or more sides. In this
research, qualitative meta-analysis and visual
discourse analysis methods were used together to
answer the research question.

In the first stage of the research, based on the meta-
analysis of the research conducted in the field of
femininity and motherhood in Iranian women's
Instagram, the question was answered that "how
femininity and motherhood are represented in
Iranian women. Among the 26 studies related to the
topic, 12 studies that were most related to the topic
of femininity and motherhood on Instagram were
analyzed. Also, in the second stage of the research,
focusing on a number of Instagram pages of Iranian
women influencers, more findings have been
presented in order to research and answer this
question.

Discourse analysis: At this stage, 200 images
published on 10 Instagram pages have been
analyzed using the visual discourse analysis method.
Discourse analysis as a qualitative method pays
attention to what is expressed through different
types of images and visual texts.

In order to understand the dominant discourse, pages
with more than 500,000 followers were identified by
the snowball method. Finally, 10 pages were studied
for the final analysis. The selection of images was
done randomly and 20 photos were selected from
each page and finally, the total number of samples
reached 200 Instagram posts. In this research, sub-
codings have been formulated based on the
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discourse signifiers of neoliberal feminism proposed
in the theoretical section.

3- Results:

By meta-analyzing the results obtained from
researches related to femininity and motherhood on
Instagram, these results can be summarized in
showing how to represent female individuality and
besides how to represent the domestic, economic
and social roles of women on Instagram.

In short, the research conducted in the field of
femininity and motherhood on Instagram
emphasizes three general principles, which are:

1) women's participation and empowerment,
individualism and focus on personal choice and
personal aspirations, well-being and self-care.

2) combination and balance of work and family,
euphoria of endless consumption;

3) Not challenging capitalism and the deep
structures of inequality as can be seen,

these principles are consistent with the basic
principles of the discourse of neoliberal feminism
mentioned in the conceptual literature.

In the second part, by coding of 200 images
published by influencers have been analyzed along
with the caption, six sub-themes including "daily
physical care", "personal choice", "individual
progress”, "market logic", "consumerism" and
"happy family" were identified. that these themes
constitute the discourse signifiers of neoliberal
feminism.

4- Conclusion:

The meta-analysis of the research conducted in the
first part of the research shows that despite some
resistance against the patriarchal discourse, this
discourse is being reproduced. Researches have also
shown the reproduction of capitalist discourse
alongside feminist ideas.

In the analysis of the Instagram pages of Iranian
women’s influencers, focused on the discourse

signifiers of the discourse of neoliberal feminism,
which was carried out in the second part of the
research; Another sign of this discourse can be seen,
which has received less attention in previous
researches; These women are engaged in business
and there are links to their work pages on their
family pages. Businesses such as clothing stores,
jewelry gallery, etc. Therefore, we are faced with
numerous images of different representations of
motherhood, wifehood, cooking, care and self-care
along with having a job, business and social activity
outside the home.

The most obvious platform of neoliberal feminism
has been social and digital media, while the
architecture of many of these new media platforms
is based on capitalism. It is the visibility that helps
women influencers to represent all aspects of their
femininity and a variety of different activities,
including social and professional activities, as well
as taking care of household affairs for social media
users and their followers. It seems that the pseudo-
discourse of neoliberal feminism has appeared on
the pages of Iranian Influencers women, and this
presence has been made possible through image,
visual construction and observability.
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