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The current article is formed around the question of which of the approaches of collective
behavior and collective action is more capable of explaining the potential of political
protest. collective behavior emphasizes the dissatisfaction of the masses as the cause of
protests and the collective action approach underscores the rationality of activists and their
rational calculation to participate in protests. Variables were extracted from each of these
approaches and considered as independent variables to explain the potential of political
protest. The assumptions derived from the two approaches of collective behavior and
collective action were examined with the findings of a survey study in 6 cities located south
of Tehran (Islamshahr, Baharestan, Shahryar, Shahr Quds, Rey, and Pakdasht). Finally, it was
clearly determined that the approach of collective action has more able to explain the
potential of political protest, in such a way that 17 percent of the changes in the potential
of political protest are explained by the variables of the individual's perception of the
effectiveness of protests and the individual's perception of the government's power to
suppress, both of which are derived from the theory of collective action. Only 2 percent of
the dependent variable is explained by the variable of political satisfaction which is derived
from the theory of collective behavior.
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Introduction

The Iranian society should be considered
among the societies that have seen various
forms of collective protest actions since
entering the modern era. Iran's political-social
developments in the last century are full of
various forms of protest behavior, which in one
case led to the collapse of political sovereignty,
and in some cases, it was the source of some
political changes.

Although protest actions per se are not
social problems, the existence of social conflict
and frequent protest currents can affect the
foundations of social and political order. After
the revolution of 1979, the Iranian society
witnessed the emergence of various forms of
protest actions for four decades. comparing
the protests of the last decades, it can be seen
that these protests are of two different types
and have different demands and, naturally, the
involved groups are different from each other.
If the demands of the groups involved in the
protests of 1999 and 2009 were more political,
the field observations and also the surveys
conducted around the protests of 2018 and
2019 show that the nature of these protests
was more economic than anything else.
However, this is not the whole story and there
are many challenges in this regard.

from the collective behavior approach point
of view in explaining political protest, we
should consider the bad living conditions and
dissatisfaction caused by it as the main reason
for the occurrence of protests similar to the
protests of January 2018 and November 2019,
but the investigation of the cities involved in
the protests of January 2018 and November
2019 shows Although among the cities where
the protests have taken place, there are cities
with a low level of development and unsuitable
economic situation, however, in some cities
that are considered more underdeveloped and
deprived, there was no protest action. On the
other hand, theories of collective action
approach are based on rational choice and
suggest that the dissatisfaction variable and its
role in explaining political protest are

insufficient. proponents of collective action
theory believe that in contemporary societies,
every individual has dissatisfactions, even
wealthy societies are influenced by competing
interests, unfulfilled aspirations, grievances,
and demands, and all groups are looking for
demands and benefits. This means that
grievances and demands are not uncommon
and exist in the same form in all militant and
oppositional groups and organizations.
Therefore, it is not the power of demands that
justifies the mobilization of social movements,
and other factors must be sought to explain
social movements. These theories include
variables such as self-interest (Olson, 1965),
the political opportunity structure created for
protesters (Eisinger, 1973; Pivon and Cloward,
1979; Gamson, 1990; Jenkins and Prue, 1977 and
Tarrow, 1983 and 1989), and resource
mobilization by the protesters (McCarthy and
Zald, 1977; Obershall, 1973; Tilly, 1978) are
considered more explanatory than the
variables of the collective behavior approach.
Therefore, this research based on an empirical
survey will address the question of which of
the two approaches of collective behavior and
collective action has more explanatory power
to explain the potential of political protest in
Iran. these two theories will be examined as
two alternative theories, and then theoretical
propositions based on them will be extracted
and tested.

Methods

The method of this research is survey. The
research population is all people between 17
and 40 years old in six southern cities of
Tehran province (Shahriar, Shahr Quds,
Islamshahr, Baharestan, Ray and Pakdasht) at
the time of data collection (June and July 2022).
Research information has been collected by
referring to 120 city blocks in these 6 cities.
1200 samples have been divided equally among
6 cities, that is, 200 questionnaires have been
completed in each city.

Results
The results of the research indicated that
among the 3 variables related to the theory of
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collective behavior, only the political
satisfaction variable has a causal effect on the
potential of political protest, and the other two
variables do not have much causal effect.
However, out of the 5 variables of collective
action theory, 2 variables, the individual's
perception of the effectiveness of protests and
the  individual's  perception of the
government's power to suppress, have a causal
effect on the potential of political protest. 17%
of the changes in the potential of political
protest are explained by two variables related
to collective action theory, and only 2% of it is
related to the variable of political satisfaction
derived from the collective behavior approach.

Conclusion

These results clearly show that the explanatory
power of the theory of collective action is far
greater than the theory of collective behavior.
In other words, it can be said that perhaps the
approach of collective behavior emphasizes
the variables that provide the social context for
the occurrence of protests or their potential,
but other variables such as the individual's
calculation of whether the protest is useful or
not and whether the protest will be suppressed
by the government and how strong and weak
the suppression will be are important variables
in social protests. Maybe these results will
unravel the mystery of why we do not witness
a protest when the variables like political
dissatisfaction, relative deprivation, and
dissatisfaction with life are in an unfavorable
situation.
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