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Due to the legal or illegal recruitment of Afghan immigrant children in the country's
educational system, there is still a dropout rate in these children. Therefore, the purpose of
this study is to identify and analyze the challenges of the Afghan immigrant children who
have dropped out of school in Mashhad, in the form of a qualitative research. A narrative
research method has been used to obtain the narrative of the lives of school dropouts. The
statistical population of the study included Afghan immigrant children who had dropped
out of school and lived in Mashhad. Data was collected through interviews with 20 children
until reaching theoretical data saturation. Then, the narratives of each of the children were
extracted and their narratives and processes were identified based on common patterns.
To identify the challenges of the Afghan immigrant children out of school, the research
findings showed that 1- Traditional and religious culture, whether in the acceptance of the
religious role by the child or compulsorily by the family, causes the child to miss school; 2-
The child's anxiety caused by the experience of war is the second factor that affects the
process of her dropping out of school; 3- Labeling a child a delinquent by school officials
makes a child proud, who considers delinquency a sign of masculinity. This is due to the
subculture in which he grew up and caused him to drop out of school; 4. Due to the
departure of the father from the cycle of head of the household due to addiction and
disability, the children are studying or due to coercion or sacrifice, leave school and enter
the labor market; 5. Among the child's relatives, the existence of unsuccessful educational
patterns in Iran and successful non-educational patterns of immigrants migrating to
European countries cause the child's family to consider his education useless. The child's
educational motivation is lost, her desire to migrate is strengthened, and eventually the

Keywords: child leaves school; 6- A child who studied in Afghanistan and immigrated to Iran in the
Immigrant children, School middle of the school year due to insecurity in Afghanistan is not accepted in the entrance
dropouts, Afghani, Narrative | €Xam of Iranian schools and degrades to lower levels of education because of the lack of
research, Mashhad educational compatibility between Iran and Afghanistan. In this way, the child's motivation

to study is lost and causes him to stop studying.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Iranian and Afghan communities have had
many interactions and connections with each
other due to their linguistic, historical, and
cultural commonalities. After the Islamic
revolution and the occupation of Afghanistan
by the Soviet Union, a massive population of
that country immigrated to Iran in the form of
refugees. The education of the Afghan
immigrant children started in Iranian schools
even from the beginning of their immigration
to Iran; however, during the last four decades,
this process has involved many complications.
Since 2013, by the leadership's decree, all
Afghan immigrant children, either holding
residency certificates or not, have been able to
study in the country's schools like Iranian
students. Despite the registration of the
Afghan children in public schools and non-
governmental organizations, a large number of
these children in Mashhad and other cities are
still out of education. Therefore, these
children’s exclusion from the schools in the
city of Mashhad has become a problem that
requires scientific and thorough research to be
understood. So far, research studies
conducted on this issue in the country have
not been able to identify the processes of the
Afghan immigrant children's dropping out of
education through qualitative research and
most of them have been in the form of surveys
focusing on general themes. The issue of
children’s dropout is a multi-faceted
phenomenon and it is necessary to pay
attention to the processes that cause this
deprivation so that solutions can be provided
to solve the problem. Therefore, the current
study was conducted to answer two questions:
1- What are the main processes of dropping
out the Afghan immigrant children living in the
city of Mashhad? 2- What are the main factors
of children’s dropping out in these processes?

Methods

The approach taken in the present study was
qualitative. The studied community included
the Afghan immigrant children who had
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dropped out of school in the age range of 10 to
17, living in Mashhad in 2019. Data were
collected through individual in-depth and
open-ended interviews. Sampling was
purposive and theoretical saturation was
achieved after interviewing twenty Afghan
immigrant children dropouts.

After the interviews were recorded, the
data were transcribed and then analyzed. A
narrative analysis method was used for data
analysis. In this method, initially a short
biography of each dropout child was collected
and the child's life narrative was presented.

Then, similar narratives were presented in
different themes in the form of plots. Finally,
the model drawn based on the themes of each
section were linked together and a causal
relationship was established between them.

Results
The Afghan immigrant children dropouts’
narratives are as follows:

The first narrative indicates that traditional
and religious culture rejects education as it
accepts and confirms traditional and religious
roles for women. Also, the dominance of
patriarchal culture forces girls to drop out of
education.

In the second narrative, poverty and
commitment to the family have made the
Afghan immigrant children to drop out of
school. Poverty leads to dropping out in two
sub-processes. Based on the first sub-process,
the feeling of commitment to the family does
not allow the child to study, and she/he
considers studying as egotistical, and thus
she/he stops studying. In another sub-
process, the child is forced to drop out due to
the illness of the parents and starts working.

In relation to the third narrative, the
subculture of masculine delinquency causes
the Afghan immigrant children to drop out of
school. Living in marginalized areas where a
delinquent culture is dominant, the influence
of cliques on children and the prevalence of
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delinquent reference groups make the child's
behavior similar to that of their delinquent
models.

According to the fourth narrative, the
nervous breakdown caused by the war is the
reason why migrant children do not attend
school. A child who has the lived experience of
the horror of war and has lost her /his loved
ones, will experience anxiety and lack of
concentration, and eventually stops studying.

Based on the fifth narrative, the difference
in qualification of academic levels in Iranian
and Afghan schools causes the Afghan children
to drop out of school. Due to the lack of
uniformity between Iran and Afghanistan
schools, the child is demoted to at least three
lower educational levels while entering Iranian
schools. The age of the child no longer allows
enrollment in public schools and the child is
required to join self-governing schools that
require fees. In case of failure to pay, the child
has to stop studying at school. If he pays the
fee and enters the school, he will be
embarrassed to attend the class and will have
alack of academic motivation, and this will lead
to dropping out of school.

As the sixth narrative is concerned,
considering education as ineffectual and
joining the reference groups causes the Afghan
immigrant children to drop out of education.
In the face of the unsuccessful educational
patterns among the Afghan immigrant
children, they consider education a waste of
time and impractical. The Afghan immigrants
cannot enter official jobs in Iran despite having
university degrees. However, ethnic groups
that have migrated to European countries are
known as a reference group for the Afghan
nationals living in Iran.

Conclusion

The identified and operative challenges in
keeping the Afghan migrant children from
education include the following:

1- Traditional and religious -culture,
whether in the form of acceptance of a
religious role by the child him/herself or
forced by the family, cause the child to fail in
education.

2- The child's anxiety caused by the
experience of war is the second factor that
leads to the process of dropping out.

3- Labeling a child as delinquent by the
school authorities makes the child who
considers delinquency as a sign of masculinity
fulfilled. This is due to the subculture in which
he has grown up which causes him to fail in
education.

4. Due to the father’s abandoning the family
headship cycle because of addiction or
disability, the children who are studying at
schools leave their studies and enter the labor
market either under compulsion or as
sacrifice.

5- The presence of unsuccessful
educational examples in Iran and successful
non-educational role models who have
immigrated to Europe among the child's
relatives and acquaintances makes the child's
family consider his education useless.
Accordingly, the child's educational motivation
is lost, and the desire to immigrate from Iran is
strengthened and finally the child drops out of
school.

6- A child who has studied in Afghanistan
and migrated to Iran in the middle of the
academic year can not be accepted in the
entrance exam of Iranian schools and is
demoted to lower educational levels due to the
lack of educational compatibility between Iran
and Afghanistan educational systems. Thus,
the child's motivation to study is lost and it
causes him to stop studying.
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