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Abstract

The concept of house and housing has been changed in the modern urban lifestyle
and its values have been interpreted in a different way and it also takes on a new
concept every day. In the modern urban lifestyle, housing is not merely a home but
it is more of a private place that one experiences and while reflecting on , it is free
from the permanent and inflexible habits dictated by tradition, and by it impute
selection nature, a relative and flexible state. Therefore; the idea of house and its
changes in accordance with contemporary era is an issue which should be taken
into account by city planners, urban designers and architects. New models and
concepts of house should be taken into account to not only have the necessary
compatibility with the needs and demands of the modern society but also match the
needs and life-style of the past and future Iranian-Islamic society.

The purpose of this study is to achieve alternative futures based on housing
alternative metaphors as well as to identify the possible scenarios of the house and
housing in the future so as to preserve the cultural, social and physical values of the
house. Accordingly, the present study with a futuristic approach using the Layer of
Causes Analysis (CLA) method, analyzed the change of house pattern in four
layers of analysis including litany, macro-social causes, discourse / worldview and
myth / metaphor. And it intends to achieve a clear understanding of the causes of
these changes to provide alternative scenarios for the concept of house and housing
in the future based on alternative metaphors of the concept.

Using purposive sampling, in-depth semi-structured interviews were conducted
with experts who had sufficient knowledge and experience in the subject matter,
and sampling continued until the stage of theoretical saturation. According to the
study results, four scenarios of smart house including; netted house, flexible house
and a rational house were presented.

Keywords: idea, house, modern urban lifestyle, CLA.

* This article has been carried out in relation with the PhD research dissertation in a specific
course under the guidance of Dr. Belali Oskoyi, Azita.
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