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Abstract

Authorization is a process in narration that the narrator constructs her / his own
legitimation and narration using the discursive articulations. The authors’ aim in this
paper is to investigate the linguistic processes of development, maintenance and
fixation of authorization which the female and male narrators use in the narrations.
Hence, they provided a deconstructive reading of the authorization by Van Leeuwen
(2007) based on Laclau and Mouffe (2001) and Derrida (1983). Then, in order to
identify the linguistic tools of development, maintenance and fixation processes of the
personal authority, they went through the “Se-Ketab” by Pirzad and “Solok” by
Dolatabadi and purposefully examined those parts. Finally, it was found that Pirzad
and Dolatabadi try to legitimize their own dimensions by using their selves and others’
positions, creating discursive nodes, and crystallizing around them. At the same time,
they try to delegitimize by rejecting the meanings of the signs from others’ narratives.
Also, on a larger scale, it was revealed that the two narrators’ self-representation was
different; Pirzad constituted the discursive “We” and Dolatabadi an omniscient
narrator. Neither of these two narrators could escape the paradox.
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1. Introduction

Authorization is a process in narration that the narrator constructs her / his
legitimation and narration by the use of the discursive articulations. The
purpose of this paper is to investigate the linguistic mechanisms of
development, maintenance, and fixation of authorizations used in the
narrations by the female and male narrators.

The importance of this research is in the critical point of view on the
narrator's discursive position in the narration; how the narrator tries to
legitimize her/his narrations by using the hegemonic richness of semiotic
resources of narration. Moreover, the methodology of this research provides
a deconstructive reading of Van Leeuwen (2008) discussion about
authorization. And finally, an attempt is made to explain the authorization
and its function in the analyzed sections of Solok by Dolatabadi (2015) and
Se-Ketab by Pirzad (2014).

The main question of this research is how the female and male narrators
try to authorize themselves and deauthorize the others — i.e. the discourse
positions in the narration and their readers - by using various linguistic
mechanisms. The hypothesis is that both narrators try to authorize their own
dimensions by using their own and the others’ discursive positions,
manipulating discursive nodes, and crystallizing around those nodes; on the
other hand, they try to deauthorize the others’ narration by rejecting the
signs’ meanings simultaneously.

2. Methodology

Van Leeuwen (2008) identifies and introduces Authorization as one of the
four legitimization mechanisms. It is an answer to the question of
legitimization, i.e. "because I say so". It is the start point of our methodology
in this study. While using it as the core of the methodology, we tried to
deconstruct the rigid illusion of authorization by the use of Derrida (1983)’s
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approach on deconstruction and threshold as well as Laclau & Mouffe
(2001)’s explanation on the concept of discourse.

Derrida (1983) believes “Deconstruction takes place, it is an event that
does not await the deliberation, consciousness, or organization of a subject,
or even of modernity. It deconstructs it-self.”. Nojoumian writes: “Derrida
believes that the boundaries between discourses are invalid and says that
discourses leak into each other” (2016: 56). Thus, the authorization cannot
remain stable, because the fixation is temporary, and it collapses at the
boundaries - the threshold - and is placed in a paradoxical status.

Moreover, Laclau & Mouffe (2001) define the discourse as to the
following:

We will call articulation any practice establishing a relation among
elements such that their identity is modified as a result of the articulatory
practice. The structured totality resulting from the articulatory practice, we
will call discourse. The differential positions, insofar as they appear
articulated within a discourse, we will call moments. By contrast, we will
call element any difference that is not discursively articulated.

Therefore, following Van Leeuwen (2008), we ask the narrator "Why
should I accept your narrative?" And based on the opinions of Laclau and
Mouffe (2001) and Derrida (1983), we will examine how the text
deconstructs itself and the narrator is placed in a paradoxical situation by
articulating the discourse of the “self” and the “other”.

3. Conclusion

The innovation of this research has two dimensions; First, the hegemonic
richness of the narrators' semiotic resources to legitimize their personal
authority and second, the critical research methodology.

By examining the selected parts of Solok and Se-Ketab, we observed that
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the diversity of micro-linguistic mechanisms in detail. At this level, we
observed that the two narrators moved from creating personal authority to
fixing it; they started their discursive practice from discursive articulation,
developing moments, and rejecting elements to the margin of articulation;
and then, in order to fix their personal authority, they turned those moments
into the nodes.

What makes Dolatabadi different from Pirzad is the "self" that these two
writers try to represent. The narrator is one of the discursive positions of the
story and makes connections with other discursive positions in the structure
of narration and the readers, in fact s/he shapes the “self” and “others”,
within and in relation to the story. By using direct quotations, exaggerated
representation of his personal authority, answering questions of discourse
positions, etc., Dolatabadi presented his “self” as a narrator who is
constantly trying to fix his position as an omniscient narrator. Therefore, he
was exposed to a paradox in relation to the discursive positions of the male
“self”. On the other hand, by using commissive speech act, “we” making
techniques, recursive timing, etc., Pirzad represented her "self" as the
discursive female “we”. During these effort by narrators, the articulated
moments and the de-articulated elements continued to exist side by side of
each other.

The paradox was observed where the narrators try to authorize
themselves to be acceptable for the readers and simultaneously de-authorizes
them. Therefore, by using their “self” and “other’s” discourse positions and
developing discursive nodes and crystallizing around those nodes, narrators
try to authorize their dimensions and at the same time, by rejecting the signs’
meanings, they try to de-authorize the other's narrative. Hence, authorization
does not avoid paradox.
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