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The present study examines the relationship between the
architecture of contemporary mosques and the historical
traditions of mosque architecture and tries to formulate a
special classification for the types of this relationship. At the
beginning of this paper, some weaknesses of the existing
categorization models for the general approaches of the
architectural design of contemporary mosques are explained.
Since in the existing classifications, the whole mosque is viewed
as a single entity, the resultant classifications become
ambiguous in many cases. For example, when a particular
mosque isintroduced as an example of the modern approach, it
is possible that in the same mosque there are certain physical
elements with a completely traditionalist approach, and vice
versa, in mosques that are introduced as examples of
traditionalist mosques, it is possible that certain elements and
components of the mosque are designed in a modern way. Due
to the generality and vagueness of the mentioned categories, it
becomes difficult to explain issues such as the impact of the
desired approach on qualities such as "recognizability" and
"newness" of the mosque design from the audience's point of
view. Another problem is that these categories generally do not
have the ability to explain the homogeneity or heterogeneity of
stylein the design of the mosques in question, and usually when
atermis used to describe a mosque, it is not yet clear whether
the design of the mosque in question is original or eclectic. In this
study, after an analytical review of the relevant scientific
literature, four approaches to the historical traditions of mosque
architecture are identified. Based on his expertise and
professional views and the specific conditions of the project, an
architect approaching the design problem of a contemporary
mosque and in the face of the design of any of the main physical
elements of the mosque can follow any of the traditions of
mosque design (Imitation approach); the architect can
somehow reconcile any of the historical traditions of mosque
design with contemporary architecture and offer new
interpretations of them (conservative approach); he/she can
challenge some architectural traditions of mosque design
(challenging approach); or one can wholly avoid these traditions
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and break from them (abandonment approach). In the present
study, two modes are considered for each of the two
conservative and challenging approaches: Oneis the case where
the relevant approach is followed more intensely and the other
is the case where the desired approach is followed with less
intensity. In the present paper, each of these approaches is
assigned a specific digit from zero to five. According to the
specific field of the present study, which is dedicated to the
exterior view of the mosques, for every mosque three main
elements are examined consisting of the dome, minaret and
other exterior surfaces. By assigning a digit to each of these three
elements of the mosque according to its specific approach, a
threedigit code is produced for each mosque. The code
assigned to the examples of contemporary mosques can be a
reliable indicator for explaining the physical characteristics of the
mosque in question, explaining whether the mosque is
recognizable or ambiguous from the point of view of the
audience, whether the mosque design displays a homogeneous
or eclectic style, and whether it is innovative or imitative. Next,
the application of the proposed model to twelve examples of
contemporary mosques, both in Iran and in the world, is
described. In the present study, in describing the functions and
properties of each of the afore-mentioned approaches, it is
stated what issues and aspects are emphasized in each
approach. Finally, it is stated that these four approaches are a set
of possibilities that contemporary architects are equipped with
in the face of the open problem of the contemporary mosque
design and none of these approaches are inherently right or
wrong, but it is important that they are used properly and
appropriately. What is important is to face the design problem
responsibly and self-consciously. If the architect decides to
imitate some of the past traditions of mosque architecture, his
decision must be based on awareness and wisdom, and if he
decides to abandon some historical traditions, his decision must
be a responsible and wise decision too.

Keywords: Mosque architecture, contemporary mosque,
classification, tradition, modernity.
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Fig. 2: The dome of the mosque of Qazvin Islamic Azad
University can be considered as an abstraction of Orchin
domes in some local traditions of Persian tomb
architecture. left: Dogonbadan Koukherd in Hormozgan
(https://www.salameno.com/news/55339519), right:
Qazvin Islamic Azad University Mosque (http://www.basij-
sorkhab.blogfa.com/post/6)
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Fig. 3: King Faisal Mosque in Pakistan can be considered
an abstraction of the Ottoman mosques’ typology. Left:
Selimiye Mosque in Turkey
(http://www.sultanahmetcesmehotel.com/unesco-world-
heritage-turkey-Edirne-Selimiye-Mosque.html). Right: King
Faisal Mosque in Pakistan (https://rising-
pakistan.com/faisal-mosque-iconic-symbol-of-pakistan/ )
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Fig. 1: South elevation of Sharif University Mosque
(Zomarshidi 2009, 416)
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Fig. 4: Examples of the challenging approach to the historical elements of the mosque. Left: King Faisal Foundation Mosque,
Riyadh (https://en.tangeweb.com/works/works_no-59/ ). center: Baghdad University Mosque
(https://postwarcampus.wordpress.ncsu.edu/2018/05/07/walter-gropius-the-architects-collaborative-the-university-of-
baghdad-baghdad-irag-modern-ideals-and-regionalism-in-a-tumultuous-world/ ), right: The Qatar Faculty of Islamic Studies’
mosque, Doha https://alfozanaward.org/mosques/the-gatar-faculty-of-islamic-studies-gfis/ ).
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Fig. 5: Breaking with tradition. Left: Vali-asr Crossroad Mosque, Tehran (https://www.yatzer.com/valiasr-mosque), right:
Turkish Grand National Assembly Mosque, Istanbul (https://mosqgpedia.org/en/mosque/298)

WY Wb glies g 50k —pgd ojled oiin Jlo = (oMl (5l e 9 (5)lone Sin )3



ik

o4
s
7
%
it s g yolo solus (Sl slod Ko, ¥ Jpio
Table 3. Design approaches of contemporary mosques towards traditional patterns
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Fig. 6: Sample signboards for mosque in different countries. From right to left: Iran, Bangladesh, Jordan, Indonesia, Malaysia.

(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Mosque-related_road_signs)
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Figure 7. In the largest contemporary mosques of Islamic countries, which enjoy strong architectural traditions, national
identity is often emphasized by referring to the historical styles of each country. Left: Imam Khomeini Mosque in Tehran,
(Source: https://islamicarchitecture.ir). Middle: Al-Fatah Al-Alim Mosque in Egypt, (Source: https://www.egypttoday.com).
Right: Camlica Mosque in Istanbul, Turkey (Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Camlica _Mosque)
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Table 4. Examples of the application of the proposed classification method
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Table 5. An example to express the accuracy of the proposed method of the current research to describe the external formal
characteristics of mosques compared to other categorisations
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Table 6. An example for the application of the proposed classification to analyze the status of the mosque in terms of
eclecticism or stylistic originality
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Table 7. Characteristics and meanings of different approaches to the design of contemporary mosques in terms of connection

with the historical traditions of mosque architecture
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