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Studying of the Status of Ethnicity and Lived Ethnic Experiences of
First High School Students in Iran’s Academic Curriculum

F. Pakdaman, M. Davaei, A. Khosravi

Babadi, H. Rezazade

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to
examine the place of ethnicity and ethnic lived
experiences of students in the official-hidden
curriculum of Iran's first high school in the academic
year 2019-2020.The research method in the first part
included documentary analysis and qualitative content
analysis with 3 volumes of the social studies books of
the first high school course, including 553 pages, also
units’ content analysis, text-pictures and book
activities. The second part of the research method was
qualitative and  phenomenological.  purposive
sampling included 30 students (Fars-Azeri-Kurd-Lor-
gilak) and 20 teachers. In collecting information,
student journals and informal interviews were used.
The Shannon's entropy findings showed  that
component 21(paying attention to the common
identity of ethnic groups) was the highest frequency
and component 8(preventing ethnic prejudice) was the
lowest frequency, and component 14(paying attention
to the concept of peace and friendship of the groups)
was only 6% of the three parts of the reviewed
content. The desirable components of ethnicity were
noted to be very undesirable in the official curriculum.
In the data analysis of the second part through Smith's
method, various main themes such as: assimilation
cultural, superficial thoughts towards ethnic culture,
educational inequality, alienation with cultural
diversity, neglect in peaceful coexistence appeared,
which in total it showed that the place of the ethnicity
in the hidden curriculum of the first high school
course is not favorable.

Keywords: Hidden curriculum, Ethnic lived
experiences, Multicultural ethnicity, Ethnicity,
First high school course.
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