[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2023-04-15 ]

Kharazmi University

Biannual Journal of
Metaphysical Investigations,
Vol.3, No. 6, Autumn & Winter 2022-2023

A Survey of Nietzsche's Nihilistic Approach on the Basis of
Moral Values, from the Islamic Viewpoint!

Hasan Ahmadizadeh?
Abstract
Moral thoughts in the west, has been essentially idealistic. But by appearance
of the nihilism, this approach changed and values has been emptied
essentially according to Nietzsche' explanation. The human that always has
been lived under the shadow of moral values, suddenly find himself in the
unfounded moral values. This human cannot have a meaningful live under
the shadow of Platonic Forms, and also under the shadow of Christian moral
values. This meaningless for the moral values shows itself in the Nietzsche'
critic of metaphysics, religion and moral Christianity. Nietzsche critics both
radical rationalism in the Greek metaphysic and considers it as a repressive
of human feelings, and also critics religion because in his view, religions
promote what he named in "slavery morality”. This raised a distrust in
modern human about religion and theological morality and so it is human
himself that determine the moral values not God. This nihilism may have
many different consequences. It should be noticed that the Nietzsche' critic
of religion and theology is based on Christian religious principles but some
researchers generalized his critics to the other theistic religions. In this article
we will show that on the basis of Islamic theistic principles, Nietzsche' critics
cannot involved in the religion as a whole.
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Introduction

Nihilism draws some circumstances that based on it, many beliefs and things
that can have meaningful effects on human living in practice, they have no
meaning essentially and as a result, human being cannot find meaning in the
things that should have some meaningful effects on his life and beliefs.
Therefor we can say that the term Nihilism unlike what first seems, is not so
horrible, because pushes human attention not to the limitlessness of the
world, but to the nothingness of what that if not be for human life, there will
be irreparable consequences for human being and his history and future.
These irreparable consequences involved in the history of science, morality
and religion that were promising for many of human ideals but today in their
not being, we can hardly explain and justify different things and phenomenon
in human life and so humans can find peace of mind. So Nihilism will
involve in different human theoretical and practical squares and aspects that
get in trouble with different refusal in his life. But we should notice that
Nihilism has different kinds in the different areas and these are at some,
overlap with each other and accordingly there can be different Nihilisms in
the human life.

In this article we will try to notice the moral aspects of Nihilism and its
consequences according to the Nietzsche's reading of it. Nietzsche in his
different books, when speaks about the historical genealogy, says that
nihilism has three sources: religion (especially Christianity), philosophy and
morality. These three sources show to human being a set of beliefs and
theoretical and practical propositions that in Nietzsche's view, we can find
their basis in the doctrines of Socrates and Christ that are the two important
civilization makers in the history of western thought. For Nietzsche, the basis
of human life is his concern for living and so everything that be unlike to this
concern and show it as a lazy and pointless thing, may be involved in some
kind of nihilism. Nietzsche's most critics are noticed the Christian moral
doctrines because in his view, many of these doctrines essentially show that
existing and living is very hard for human beings. The basis of Nietzsche's
critic to the Christianity and the religious morality as a whole is in his
approach on the human life and human relation to God. So we in this article
will try first to explain the foundations of Nietzsche's thought for his refusal
of Christian morality, and then will try to critic and survey his views on this
subject so that can see that it is not necessarily the case that every
transformational approach on the world and human life, will result in the
nihilism in human life and morality and so not result in aimlessness for
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human beings. In this critical survey we will notice the Islamic moral

doctrines. If we notice the Islamic doctrines especially those that are related

to the morality and human life, so we will see that Nietzsche's thought and

his critics on the religious morality cannot involved in the Islamic thought

especially in the Islamic doctrines in morality. Islamic morality does not

promote any slavery morality, but of course tries to free human beings from

any slavery situation.

Conclusion

So Islamic doctrines guide humans to God that if human obediences it, so he

can be in the moral situation than is itself freedom and happiness. We can

see this freedom in the different aspects of social human life. In addition, the

basis of Islamic doctrines is involved in the meaningfulness of human life.

So if religious morality be explained properly, we will see that it does not

result in any kind of nihilism.
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